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7} BRITONS Awake, and 
Look about you, GC. 


s the War wherein Great Britain is at 
A preſent engaged, on the Continent, in 
Behalf of che Queen of Hungary, en- 

groſſes almoſt all our Attention, and all Conver- 
ſation 3 as every Company, and every Coffee- 
Houſe 1s full of it, and a Man hears of nothing 
elſe, go where he will ; as our Countrymen are 
ſo very intent thereon, that they ſtand with Zars 
eredt, and big with Expectation, each Poſt-Night, 
greedily liſtening what News from Germany, as 
if they thought the Welfare, or Deſtruction of 
theſe Kingdoms, depended neceſſarily upon it; as 
we are likely, very ſoon, to be yet more deeply 
involved therein, and may poſſibly, in a littly 
while, from being Auxiliaries to her Hungarian 
Majeſty, become Principals there in ourſelves, nay, 
ſhall infallibly do ſo, if the /ame Wiſdom, which 
has governed our Counſcls of late Years, ſhould 
{till have the Direction of them: As this is the 
_ Cafe, at preſent, we ſay, it may not be amiſs, 
cooly and 1mpartially to conſider, what may, in 
all Probability, be the Conſequence of ſuch a 
Conduct; or rather, what mult inevitabiy be the 
B Fruits 


1 
Fruits of any Land-War, without a kind of 
Miracle. | | 


In ſo doing, we ſhall diveſt ourſelves of all 


Prejudice and Prepoſſeſſion; and ſhall rather 
avoid ſetting ſome Particulars in the ſtrongeſt 
Light they will bear, than be guilty of exagge- 
rating them in the leaſt; we ſhall likewiſe take 
Care, not to advance any Thing, which we are 
not 'able to prove inconteſtably, to the Satisfac- 
tion of all thoſe; who are not wilfully blind. 

In Effect, the irue Intereft of Great Britain, 
is ſo very obvious, to any Perſon of Common-Senſe, 
and Common- Honeſty, that a Man muſt wink hard, 
before he can poſſibly miſtake it; and yet there 


are ſome certain People, whom we don't expect to. 


convince, by all the Arguments we can poſſibly 
uſe ; nay, whom we would not undertake to 


convince, that the Sun ſhined, when in its full 


Height, on the very brighteſt Day in June, 
(though its Beams ſcorched every one elſe around 
them) if they were provided, with ſome weighty 
Reaſons to the contrary, in their Pockets, When 


we ſay, we would not undertake to convince 


them, we mean, not ſo far as to make them own 


their Conviction 3 for otherwiſe it is impoſlible, 
but Men, who have Penetration enough on all 


other Occaſions, ſhould be 7nwardly perſuaded of 
a Truth, which glares in the Eyes, of all the Reſt 


of their Fellow-Subjects z but ſuch is the Force 


of S*//-Intereſ, ſuch is the Depravity of the Ge- 
nerality of Mankind: To this, we owe all the 
Mis/ortunes, under which we have groan'd, and 
languiſſid, for theſe Twenty Years laſt paſt ; and 
to this, it is to be feared, we ſhall fill owe many 
more. | | | | 
To prevent this, however, as much as lies in 
our power, and warn thoſe, whom it may chiefly 
concern, 


a 
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concern, what Dangers may reaſonably be ap- 


prehended, from the preſent Situation of our Af- 
fairs, is the honeſt Deſign of the following 
Sheets; and if, afterwards, they will run headlong 
upon their DeſtruEtion, though we may ourſelves 
be involved in the general Ruin, rogether with 


them, we ſhall yet have the melancholy Conſola- 


tion, of having done all, that in us lay, to alarm 
them, and put them upon their Guard, not- 
withſtanding our Endeavours have prov'd in- 
effectual. 

When a Perſon has the Misfortune, to be em- 
bark'd in a Veſſel, which is curſed with either an 
ignorant or knaviſh Pilot, who, thro' Want of 
Skill, or which is as bad, Want of Honeſty, he 
ſees, is running her on a Shoal, where ſhe muſt 
inevitably be wreck*d, (hoping to ſecure himſelf 
in the Boat) would it not be ſuch a Perſon's Duty, 
though he ſhould be but a Paſſenger, even for 
Self-Preſervation, to warn the Ship's Crew of 
their Peril; and to endeavour to ſpirit them up, 
to ſave themſelves by wreſting the Helm out of 
ſuch weak or wicked Hands ? Nay, would he 
not infallibly do ſo, if he were truly ſenſible of 
his own Danger; unleſs we could ſuppoſe him to 
be as upidly indolent, as the Man in the Storm, 
who being told the Veſſel was ſinking, and de- 
ſired to help pump, in order to fave her, an- 
ſwered very careleſly, Mbat is it to me, I am but 
a Paſſenger * We take our Caſe, at preſent, not 
to be very different from this, and therefore are 


not willing to have it to reproach ourſelves, that 


we acted the ſame fupid and indolent Part, with 
the Wretch before mentioned ; but, to return 
from whence we have digreſſed. 

That we may be the better able to judge, what . 


muſt be the probable Conſequences of any Land- 
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War, it will be neceſſary: to conſider, Firſt, 
What is the true Intereſt of theſe Kingdoms? 
2dly, In what their natural and principal Strength 
conſiſts? 3aly. How far their true Intereſt, can 
be advanced by a Land War? And 4thly, how 
far their natural Strength is conſulted and exerted 
in ſuch a War, 

| To begin, then, with the frft of theſe, it will 
hardly, we believe, be diſputed, that as Great- 
Britain is a trading Nation, the true Intereſt of 
theſe Kingdoms is, to advance and extend our 
Commerce, with all pf ble Induſtry and Diligence ; 
and to cultivate and improve thoſe natural Ad- 
vantages, with which Providence, (kinder to us 
than we deſerve,) has peculiarly Bleſſed us, as far 
as they are capable of Improvement. This be- 
wg, the Caſe, as undoubtedly it is, nothing can 
be more evident, than that we ought to cultivate 
the Arts of Peace, by which alone Trade flon- 
riſnes; and that we ought never to engage in any 
Var, unleſs it be in Defence of our juſt Rights 
and Liberties, or to prevent a manifeſt and ot ber- 
wiſe inevitable Danger; and even in that Caſe, 
it is demonſtrable, we never ought to involve 
ourſelves in a Land-War, 

That peaceable Times only are proper for the 
Advancement and Exten/ion of our Commerce, is 
what ſurely will not be denied, by any Man in his 
Senſes; it is a ſelf-evident Axiom in Politicks ; 
but, when we ſay ſo, we would not willingly be 
miſunderſtood. In Effect, when we uſe the Term 
Peace, we do not mean ſuch a one, as we groan'd 
under, for many Years, be fore the Declaration of 
War with the Spaniards; when they inſulted and 
harraſ#d us, as they pleaſed, with Impunity, 
whilſt our Hands were 1y*d up, from either offending 
them, or defending ourſelves. Neither do we 

— mean 


rr 
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mean ſuch a Peace, as leaves any, even the m diſ- 
tant Pretence, for keeping. up, at Home, a nume- 
rous Body of Land-Forces; no, ſuch a Peace is 
rather more deſt ructive than a War: it has all its. 
Diſadvantages without any of its Advantages. 
On the contrary, the Peace we mean, 1s ſuch a 
one, as not only eaſes the People of the moſt bur- 
thenſome Taxes, ſuch as thoſe upon Coals, Candles, 
Soap, Leather, and in ſhort, all the immediate 
Neceſſaries of Life; but admits of the Reduction 
of our Army at Home, to the ſame Number, as 
it conſiſted of in the Time of Charles II. or, if 
that be thought too ſevere, as it was in the 
Reign of Queen Anne, even whilſt we were en- 
gaged, as Principals, in one of the moſt vigorous. 
and bloody Wars, that ever was known in 
Europe. 

We take it then for granted, that we can 
never advance and extend our Commerce, but 


_ whilſt the Nation enjoys a ſolid and laſting Peace; 


and this for divers unanſwerable Reaſons. Thar 
we can never do it in a Time of War is indiſpu- 
table; for ſo far are we from being able ſo to 
do, that we always find it evidently decline; nor 
is this to be wondered at, when we conſider the 


great Charge of Convoys, the tedious Delays fre- 


quently attending them, and the heavy Taxes 
almoſt inſeparable from a State of Hoſtility : 
In a Word, it has ever been allowed, that as 
Plenty is the conjlant Attendant of Peace, fo Po- 
verty is the never-failing Companion of Var; 
which proceeds, entirely, from the certain Slagna- 
tion of Trade under the latter, and its proſperous 


and flouriſhing Condition under the former. 


Nor is it only when the Nation is at open War, 


that our Trade can neither be advanced nor ex- 


tended, it will labour under almoſt as many Dif- 
| | B 3 advantages, 
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advantages, nay, in ſome Reſpects, under more, 
whilſt we enjoy but a precarious, or nominal 
Peace; becauſe, at ſuch Times, Pretences will 
never be wanting, for keeping up a numerous Body 
of Land Forces, beſides conſiderable naval Arma- 
ments: And as all this cannot be done, without 
putting the Publick to an exceſſive Expence, to 
defray which, heavy Duties muſt be laid either 
upon the Neceſſaries of Life, or on divers Sorts 
of Commodities, and perhaps upon beth ; it is 
evident, the Manufacturers will not be able, to af- 
ford their reſpective Goods ſo cheap, as when 
they don't groan under ſuch Burthens ; by this 
Means, our Neighbours will be enabled to under- 
fell us at foreign Markets, and conſequently. our 
Trade muſt inevitably Ianguiſb and decline. 

Of this melancholy Truth, we have lately had 
but too undeniable Proofs, for very near Twenty 
Years, during which we were told, that we en- 
Joy'd a Peace, but had never been without a nu- 
merous ſtanding Army, and formidable Squadrons 
at Sea; tho?, for that Time, we heard of no- 
thing but perpetual Depredations, and outragious 
Inſults, with ridiculous and uſeleſs, nay, what is 
more, diſbonourable, dęſtructive, and fatal Expe- 
ditions : Not to mention long and «unneceſſary Em- 
bargoes, with the frequent iſſuing of Preſs-War- 
rants, (often moſt unwarrantably put in Execu- 
tion,) for no other vi/ible Reaſen, but to diſtreſs 
the Merchants. | 

As this was neceſſarily productive of heavy 
Duties, and moſt burthenſome Taxes, cou'd it be 
expected, that Trade ſhould any Ways flouriſh, du- 
ring ſuch a Peace? On the contrary, was it at 
all ſurprizing, that it ſhould vi/fibly decline; or 
that ſeveral Branches thereof ſhould be almoſt en- 
tirely loſt, and that our wiſer Neighbours ſhould 


have 


(7) 
have worm'd us out of them? No, this was 
what every Man of Common-Senſe foreſaw, but all 
this could not prevail, on our honeſt Premier, to 
take more ſalutary Meaſures, in Effect, it is a 
general Rule, which will eternally hold good, at 
all Times, and in all Nations; that as a wiſe and 
upright Miniſter will always conclude a laſting 
Peace, or puſh on a War vigorouſly, unleſs reduced, 
by the Succeſs of the Enemy, to accept of diſad- 
vantagious Conditions; ſo a weak, wicked, and 
corrupt ane, will be continually patching up pre- 
carious Treaties, or, if forced into a Var, will 
carry it on in a languid, cowardly and inglorious 
Manner. Again, a Wiſe Miniſter will always en- 
deavour to eaſe and unite the People, as much as 
poſſible, whilſt a blundering Profligate, when at 
the Helm, will be continually fudying, and con- 
triving, to load and barraſs them with intolerable 
 Impoſts ; which he will likewiſe attempt to have 
levied, in the moſt vexatious and oppreſſive Man- 
ner; as this unhappy Nation has more than once 
experienced, to her Coſt. 5 
From what has been premiſed, we think it de- 
monſtrable, that neither a Time of War, nor an 
unſettled Peace, can be proper, for the Advance- 
ment or Extenſion of our Commerce; and conſe- 
quently, that the true Intereſt of theſe Kingdoms, 
muſt. neceſſarily ſuffer during either. It is true it 
may fo fall out, that Things may be brought to 
ſuch an unlucky Criſis, as to render a War una- 
voidable, and even adviſable and eligible, as 
happened lately with Regurd to Spain z but then, 
it muſt be obſerved, that this is only to prevent 
a greater Evil; and is almoſt always be Conſe. 
uence, of ſome previous Miſmanagement, ard 
Male- Adminiftration ; as was likewiſe the Caſe 
with Reſpect to that War; and will again be, if 
B 4 we 
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68.) 
we ſhould be ſoon engaged, in an open Rupture 
with France. | 
In Effect, it is evident, had we not attack'd 
the Spaniards in the Mediterranean, in 1718, 
or had we afterwards accepted of the Mediation 
between France and Spain, upon the Difference 


that happen'd between them, on ſending back the 


Infanta, we ſhould nave been ſo far from meet- 
ing with the ſame ill Uſage, as we have ſince 


experienced from the Court of Madria, that we 


might almoſt have made our own Terms with 
them, and have had all imaginable Indulgence, 
in our Trade to the Weſt-Indies. | Th 
Again, it is as evident, had we kept a watch- 
ful Eye, upon all the Steps of France; had we 
ſhewn ourſelves diſpoſed to act with Vigour, if 
ever ſhe gave us the leaſt Cauſe of Complaint z 


had we declared, upon her firſt Attempt, to re- 
pair the Fortifications, or Port of Dunkirk, that 


we ſhould Jook upon it as a Breach of the Treaty 
of Utrecht, and take our Meaſures accordingly ; 


had we guarded well, againſt her ſtealing our 


Wool, running in her own Brandes, Teas and 
Cambricks upon us, or inliſting our Men to 
recruit her 1riſþ Regiments, we ſhould have had 
no Reaſon now, to dread her exorbitant Power; 
nor would ſhe have dared, to behave, as ſhe has of 
late Years, had not we acted with ſo much Supine- 
neſs and Indolence. 


Notwithſtanding, therefore, 1t was requiſite, 


about four Years ago, to declare War with Spain, 


and it may be as. requiſite, very ſoon, to come to 
Hoſtilities with France; this will not prove, that 
It is the true Intereſt of theſe Kingdoms, to be at 
Variance with either of them ; but only that we. 
had brought ourſelves, by our bleſſed Management, 
into ſuch a hopeful Condition, that it was neceſ- 
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ſary to have Recourſe to Arms, to extricate us 
out of it, and obtain Redreſs ; as a Man, who 
had a gangreen'd Limb, would conſent to have it 
ſearify*d, or even cut off, in Order to fave his 
Life, and recover his Health, When any one, 
by his Debaucheries, or irregular Living, has 
brought a Surfeit, or Fever upon himſelf, it will 
certainly be requiſite for him, to have Recourſe to 
proper Remedies, however unpalatable z and it 
may then, in one Senſe, be faid to be his true In- 
tereſt ſo to do; but will not every one allow, 
it would have been much more his true Inte- 
reſt, to have preſerv'd his Health, whilſt he 
enjoy'd it, by Temperance and Sobriety? In the 
like manner, when a Nation has been brought 
into deſperate Circumſtances, by weak, 'or cor- 
rupt Management, it may be neceſſary and advi- 
ſable, to have Recourſe to Arms to retrieve them; 
and conſequently this may be then ſaid to be her 
true Intereſt; but does not every one ſee, it 
would have been much more her true Intereſt, to 
have prevented her being brought into ſuch a 
Caſe, by prudent and ſalutary Meaſures? War 
then can never, with any common Senſe, be ſaid 
to be the true Intereft of theſe Kingdoms, but 
when it is to avoid @ greater Evil, as, to prevent 
the Invaſſon of our juſt Rights, or for the Pro- 
teftion f our Commerce: Whether both theſe 
might not better be effected by a vigorous and 
wiſe Conduct, is what we ſhall not at preſent in- 
quire into. Suffice it now for us, that we have 
ſhewn, the Advancement, and Extenſion of our 
Trade, to be the true Intereſt of the Britiſh Na- 
tion; ſuffice it, that we have likewiſe ſhewn, 
this cannot be expected, either while we are in a 
State of War, or whilſt we enjoy but a precarious 
or nominal Peace, and this for divers obvious 
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Reaſons 3 it will neceſſarily follow from hence, 


that we _ never to come to Hoſtilities, but 
when our Forbearance will be attended, with yet 
worſe Conſequences than a Rupture z and it will 
ſtil] more neceſſarily follow from hence, that we 
ought never to engage in ſuch a War, as, whe- 


ther ſucceſsful or not, can never prove advanta- 
gious to OURSELVES, Whatever it may to OTHERS: 


but of this more hereafter. 3 
Come we now to conſider, in what the natural 
and principal Strength of theſe Realms conſiſts; 


for, as to the Cullivating and Improving thoſe 
natural Advantages, with which Providence has 


peculiarly bleſſed us, they almoſt neceſſarily fol- 
low, from the Advancement and Extenſion of our 
Trade, unleſs we wilfully ſhut our Eyes : In Ef- 
fect, all the four Particulars, which we have 
propoſed to weigh, are, in a great Meaſure, con- 
nected and interwoven with each other, though, 
for the better Illuſtration of each of them, we 


have thought proper to take a View of them, 


under as many ſeveral Heads. 
The natural and principal Sirengih, then, of 
theſe Realms, (and, indeed, of every State) con- 
fiſts, firſt, in a mutual Union of the Subjects among 
themſelves, and . the Eſtabliſhment of a reciprocal 
Love and Confidence between the Prince, and hls 
People: 2dly, In our being always able, to fit out 


ſuch a formidable Fleet, when ever it is requiſite, 


and that at as ſhort a Warning as poſſible, as may 


ftrike a Terror into our Enemies: And gah, in 


the Number of brave Inhabitants, wherewith 


thefe Iſlands are bleſs*d. That our principal 


Strength conſiſts, in our being at Unity amongſt 
ourlelves, is what we believe, will ſcarce be de- 
nied by any- one; and conſequently we ſhould 


think it quite needleſs, to advance any Argu- 


ments 
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n 
ments in Support thereof; eſpecially after we have 
had the Authority of our Saviour, to confirm the 
Z Truth of it, who expreſsly tells us, a Kingdom 
divided againſt itſelf cannot hand, 
We ſay, We ſhould think it quite needleſs, to 
multiply Words, in Support of this Axiom, but 
that a belliſo Doctrine, has been induſtriouſly 
2 propagated of late Years, that it is neceſſary, to 
keep up the odious Diſtinions of Whig and Tory, 
High and Low Church, for the Security of the 
Proteſtant Intereſt, and the Succeſſion of the 
Crown in the preſent Family. That this Doctrine 
ſmells ſtrong of the infernal Pit, every one muſt 
ſee; for, that all Diviſion proceeds from the 
Devil, no one can deny; what, then, do. theſe 
Monſters, theſe Proſftitutes, mean? They would 
not, they dare not, ſure inſinuate, that there is 
no Way of /upporting the preſent Succeſſion, but 
by going to the D-—/; (and yet that is the direct 
* Conſequence of this villanous Dofrine;) if ſo, we 
2 muſt think we have bought it very dear; though, 


we will not venture to ſay, even if that is the Caſe, that 
we might almoſt as well have truſted Providence 


with our Safety, becauſe we know not what Con- 
ſtruction, a praſigate Sp—c—I F——y, tutor'd 
by a borough paced A—y G , and directed 
by an ob/equious B—nch, might be induced to 
put upon it. In Effect, this would be carry ing 
our Attachment to the Government a very great 
Length indeed; for, though we have heard, that we 
ought to venture our Lives, for the Preſervation 
of our King and Country, which certainly is but 
reaſonable, we never heard ' till lately, what this 
Doctrine evidently inculcates, that we ought to 

hazard our Souls alſo for them. - 
How unlikely ſoever, ſuch ab/urd Tenets were, 
to prevail on any Man of Commos Senſe, we _ : 
teen 
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ſeen. them too ſucceſsfully inculcated, for many 


Years, particularly about the Time of Elections, 


(by thoſe two abandoned Praſtitutes, Meſſieurs 
MWalſingbam and Osborn,) to prevent a Coalition 
of Parties; and hinder the Diſſenters from ani- 
ting, with the Reſt of their independant Country- 
men, againſt the great Leviatban, who ſo long 
oppreſſed us; and whoſe Safety depended entirely, 
upon our being a divided People. But, though the 
Security of a wicked Miniſter, may depend upon 
our Diviſions, that is, in other Words, our Un- 
happineſs, it is very evident the Welfare, Gran- 
deur and Proſperity of the preſent Royal Family, 
is interwoven with ours; our Intereſts are the 
ſame, and can be promoted by nothing ſo much, 
as an Union among ourſelves, and a reciprocal 
Love and Confidence, between our Sovereign and 
his People. Whoever, therefore, by wicked or 
weak Counſels, goes about to leſſen this, or to ſet 
the Nation at Variance amongſt themſelves, muſt 
have ſome /niſter Ends, that will not bear the 
Light, and is equally @ Traitor to his Prince, and 
his Country : Thus much we thought it neceſſary 
to ſay, in order to ſend that Helliſb Doctrine back, 
to the Pit from whence it came, and prevent its 
ever being broach'd again amongſt us. | 
Having thus demonſtrated, that our Strength 
conſiſts, chicfly, in our being united, we ſhall next 
proceed to ſhew, that it conſiſts likewiſe, in our 
being able to fit out, on any Emergency, and at 


a bort Warning, ſuch a formidable Fleet, as may | 


| ftrike a Terror into the boldeſt of our Enemies. 
This, we think, will never be denied by any one, 
who conſiders it, that we are a trading Nation, 
and muſt depend upon our Navy, for the Protec- 
tion of our Commerce; and 24h, that we are ſur- 


rounded by the Sea, and, conſequently can neither 
| . be 
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be invaded ourſelves, nor attack others, but by a 
naval Armament. In Effect, whilſt we are 
Lords of the Ocean, and united at Home, we may. 
Safely defy all Europe, though they ſhould be. 
combined againſt us; and there is more Truth, 
than moſt People are aware on, in thoſe admira- 
ble Verſes of Mr. Waller, 
Loxps of the World's great Waſte, the 
OcEaN, we ; 
Whole Forefts ſend, to reign upon the Sea; 
And ev'ry Coaſt may trouble or relieve, 
But none can vis1T us without our Leave. 
ANGELS and w bave this PREROGA- 
TIVE, 
That none can at our happy Seat arrive; 
Whilſt we deſcend, at Pleaſure, to invade, 
The Bad with Vengeance, and the Good to aid. 
Hayey, RaePpy Britons, did we Know 
wherein our chief Strength and Happineſs conſiſts, 
and did we exert and promote it accordingly! What 
might not a King of Great Britain, ſupported by 
an united and affectionate People, and truly con- 
ſulting and promoting their mutual Intereſt, be 


able to accompliſh? We had almoſt ſaid, he might 


be able to give Laws to all Europe. In Effect, 
as Trade is the Source of Riches, and Riches the 
Source of Power, and we have ſuch infinite Ad- 
vantages over the Reſt of Mankind, not only by 
our happy Situation, but by the Produdt of our 
Country, and which is not the leaſt, our excellent 
Conſtitution, it is evident, to a Demonſtration, 
we might almoſt engroſs the Wealih of the Uni- 
verſe. The ond would be but our Factors, 
and would poſſeſs iheir Mines, not ſo much for 
themſelves, as us; nor would even the Dutch be 
any Thing better, ſince they could not carry on 
weit Eaſt- India Trade, without our Permiſfi ps 
an 


* 


there. It is true, indeed, they will take Care, 


a Sufficiency for their Maintenance, nor are able 


lions of Souls; and that, conſequently, the Num- 
der of able · bodied Men, computing them at the 


(24 ) 
and the Product of their Spice ſands might be 
more ours than their own: In a Word, we might 
enjoy all the Advantages of that Commerce, with- 
out the heavy Clog, of thoſe exquifite Monopoliſts, 
(the perpetual Tools of a corrupt Miniſtry,) the 
Eaſt-India Company. 25 

Come we now to conſider, the third Article, 
wherein our Strength conſiſts, namely, in the 
Number and Bravery of our People: And this, 
we think, is a Point almoſt ſelf-evident, and not 
to be conteſted ; it being generally agreed, that 
not only the Strength, but the Riches of a State, 
confiſts in the Number of its Inhabitants. Ac- 
cordingly, the Dutch, as politick a Nation as 
any in Europe, never refuſe to naturalize as many 
as deſire it, nor to receive as many as will ſettle 


not to have any «/eleſs Hands amongſt them, to 
lie as a dead Weight upon the Induſtrious, and 
they are to be commended for it; if any, there- 
fore, come thither, and neither bring with them, 


to ſubſiſt themſelves by any Buſineſs, they are 
fure to provide them both Work and Suſtenance, 
by putting them into their Raſp-Huys, which 
anſwers to our Bridewells; in which Piece of 
found Policy, it would be well, if we follow'd 
their Example. Taking it then for granted, that the 
Strength of any State conſiſts, in a great Meaſure, 
in the Number, and Bravery of its Inhabitants, we 
ſhall only obſerve, that Great-Britain is the moſt 
populous, and warlike Nation that is, or perhaps, 
ever was, for its Extent; that in Eng/andalone, ex- 
cluſi ve of Scotland, or Ireland, we are reckoned, at 
the loweſt Computation, to amount to ſeven Mil- 


Proportion, 


#6] 


Proportion of one Fourth, is one Million ſeven 
hundred and fifty Thouſand ; out of which 


might be ſpared, in Caſe of Neceſſity, a Force 


more than ſufficient, not only to repel all Inva- 
ſions at Home, but to man ſuch a Navy, as with 
proper Orders, would ſpread a Terror, and ex- 
act Submiſſion, wherever it appeared; ſuch a Na- 
vy, as would be able to verify that fine Compli- 
ment, of the above mentioned Mr. Waller, to 
Oliver Cromwell; 

Whereer thy Navy ſpreads ber Canvas 

Wings, | | 

Homage from all, and Wealth to thee BD 

| brings. 

Another Circumſtance wherein our Strength 
conſiſts, and which we forgot to inſiſt on before, 
is our being ſurrounded by the Seca; and, conſe- 
quently, not liable to any Invaſions by Land, nor 
obliged to keep up any ſtanding Army, or fortiſy 
any of our Inland Towns, This is ſuch a con- 


fiderable Advantage, as we can never %% thank- 
| fully acknowledge ;- eſpecially as we are a Proteſ- 


tant Nation, and there is a Pretender to the 
Crown of theſe Realms, a bigotted Papiſt, who 
would, otherwiſe, have been, long ago, ſup- 
ported, with a Force ſufficient, to over-run. theſe 
Kingdoms; whereas we are now more than a 
Match, tor the utmoſt Power, all our Enemies, 
in Combination together, can poſſibly ſend a- 
gainſt us. | 

We have now conſidered the ſeveral Particu- 
lars, upon which the Strength of theſe Kingdoms 
principaily depends; let us next examine, how 
far our true Intereſt can be advanced by a Land- 
War. We have already ſhewn, wherein our 
true Iulereſt conſiſts, namely, in the Advancement 
and Exſenſion of our Commerce; and in Cultiva- 
ting 


( 16 ) 
ting, and Improving, the natural Advantages, 
wherewith Providence has peculiarly bleſſed us. 
We have already ſhewn, and we hope to a De- 
monſtration, that any War is diametrically con- 
trary to the Advancement or Extenſion of our 
Trade, as it muſt neceſſarily occaſion beavy Taxes, 
to defray the Expences of it; and theſe Taxes, 
whether laid upon the Neceſſaries of Life, or 
upon our Mazufafures, muſt inevitably raiſe 
the Price of them ; and conſequently enable our 
Neighbours, who are our Rivals in Trade, to 
underſell us, at foreign Markets. "I 
But, if any War is contrary to the Advance- 
ment of our Commerce, it is certain, a Land- War 
is much more ſo, as it is vaſtly more expenfioe, 
and deftrufive, by draining us more, of our moſt 
uſeful Men, and our Money, than a War by Sea can 
do. - It cannot therefore be pretended, with any 
Shew of Reaſon, that the Proſperity of our Trade is 
conſulted by ſuch a War. As little can it be pre- 
tended, that our natural Advantages will be either 7 
cult ivated or improved thereby; it would be the 
Height of Aſſurance to affirm it. In Effect, will 
any one pretend to ſay, that our Moollen Manu- 
fadlory at Home, will four: the more for a 
Land War ; that there will more Hands be employ'd 
therein; that it will meet with more Encourage- 
ment; or that a more effectual Stop will be put to 
that pernicious, and deſtruttive Practice, of Ouling, 
or exporting our Wool, either to our open Enemies, 
or, which is as bad, our falſe Friends. We be- 
lieve, no one will offer, to aſſert any thing ſo ab- 
ſurd. Again, not to deſcend to any more Parti- 
culars, will any one aver, that our Fiſhery, 

_ eſpecially the Herring Fiſhery, that beneficial 
Branch of our Commerce, which co:7is us, in a 
manner, at our own Doors, will be either cultiva- 
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ted, or improved during a conſuming Land- War; 
no one ſure will dare to advance any thing / im- 
probable ; the Abſurdity of it would ſtare every 


one in the Face; we think, therefore, we need 


not multiply Words, to prove that our rue [nte- 
reſt, can never be conſulted, or promated by any 
ſuch Meaſure. No, no, it is very evident, who- 
ever's Advantage may be taken Care of, by ſuch 
a Conduct, that of Great-Britain muſt ſuffer 
egregiouſiy, and be altogether neglected. 

Proceed we now to conſider, how far our na- 
tural Strength is exerted, or conſulted, by a Land- 
War. We have already ſhewn, that the natural 
Strength of theſe Realms conſiſts, in the mutual 
Union of our Fellow-Subjetts amongſt themſelves; 
and the Eſtabliſoment of a reciprocal Love, and 
Confidence, between our Sovereign and us: Now 
let us ſee, how theſe: 12wo deſirable Ends, are 


promoted, by engaging us in a War, upon the 


Continent. 

That a Land-War lies heavier upon the Sub- 
Je, than any other, is manifeſt for ſeveral Rea- 
ſons; but, to inſtance only one, it drains us 
more, not only of our moſt uſeful Hands, we 
mean, our moſt able bodied Men, but, as if that 
were not enough, it exhauſts or Money alſo; which 
is ſent abroad, to maintain our Troops, and never 


returns to us again: Whereas, ina War by Sea, we 


can never /oſe ſo many Men, and far the greateſt 
Part of our Money is expended at Home, amongſt 
Ourſelves, Now, how our natural Strength, can 

be ſaid either to be conſulted, or exerted, by a 
War, which muſt impoveriſh us ſooner, and more 
than any other, we muſt confeſs ourſelves at a 
loſs to diſcover. That it might poſſibly occa- 
ſion a mutual Union, amongſt our Countrymen, 


we will not pretend to deny ; but then it would 
C be 
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be ſuch an Union, as, how deſirable forever UN1TY 
may be, would be neither to be wid for, nor 
coveted ; in ſhort, it would be only an Union of 
Complaints; an Union in deteſting, execrating and 
abominating, all thoſe weak, or wicked Coun- 


 fellors, who projected, or agreed to, ſuch a deſ- 


truttive Meaſure. | 
Again, how can this conduce to the eftabliſhing 

a reciprocal Love and Confidence, between the 
Prince and People, we cannot poſſibly fee ; but 
it might probably produce a quite different Ef- 
fect: It might create an almoſt unſurmountable 
Miſtruſt and Diffidence between them, which 
could not but be attended with very melancholy 

Conſequences. For, on the one Hand, when the 
Nation ſaw their Sovereign purſuing ſuch Mea- 
ſures, incompatible with their Welfare, would it 
not be natural for them to imagine, he had been 
perſuaded, his Intereſt was very different from 
theirs ? On the other Hand, when the Sovereign 
found his Subjects, u/terly averſe to, and mur- 
muring at, thoſe Proceedings, which he had been 
made, though falſely, to believe, were moſt for his 
Advantage, would he not be tempted to ſuppoſe, 
they were, at leaſt, ſomewhat diſreſpefiful; if he 
did not go yet farther, and ſuſpect them of Dz/af- 
feion ? It is very evident, nothing could be more 
natural on both ſides ; and what might be the 
Conſequence, of ſuch a mutual Fealouſh, we tremble 
to think ; we ſhall, therefore, only fay, Hea- 
ven forbid, ſuch a Misfortune ſhould ever befal 
us! However, ſhould we ever be ſo unhappy, as 
no one can tell what may happen hereafter, it ts 
moſt certain, whoever were the Adviſers of ſuch 
a pernicious Conduct, or whoever agreed thereto, 


whether it were through Yeakneſs, or Wickeaneſs, 


whatever might be their Motives, nothing can 
| be 
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be more clear, than that they would be equally 
Traytors to their King and Country ; it being an 
undeniable Truth, that the ſureſt Support of a 
Throne, is the Love of the Subjects; which can 
never be preſerved, but by purſuing ſuch Mea- 
ſures, as are compatible with, and conducive to 
their Welfare and Proſperity. | 
Another Point, wherein our natural and princi- 
pal Strength conſiſts, is, in our being always able, 
to fit out ſuch a formidable Fleet, at a ſhort War- 
ning, as may ſtrike a Terror into the boldeſt of 
our Enemies, and maintain our Empire en the 
Seas. This is an Article that never was diſputed 
by any one; and this, being the Caſe, how can 
it be pretended, that we either con/#//, or exert, 
this natural Strength, by a Land-M ar? Or, how 
can it be ſaid, that /uch a War conduces towards 
aſſerting our Dominion on the Seas ? Is it not 
evident, that it cannot do either of theſe? And, 
conſequently, 1s it not evident, that, by carrying 


on a War upon the Continent, we ſhould give 


our Enemies a great Advantage over us, and ne- 
glect that very Circumſtance, wherein alone our 
Superiority conſiſts. In Effect, does not every 
one know, that we are not able to cope with 
them hy Land, unleſs we are vigorouſly ſupported 
by a very powerful Alliance, which is by no means 
to be depended on; whereas we are /ingly more 
than a Match for them, upon the watry Element ? 


It muſt, therefore, be little leſs than {nfatuation, 
ſhould we engage in a War, wherein we ſhould 


labour under all Manner of Diſadvantages, whilſt, 
by attacking. our Enemies by Sea, we ſhould be 
able to do them 7nfinitely more Prejudice, and re- 
duce them to Reaſon much ſooner, with incompa- 
rably leſs Hazard, and Expence, to ourſelves. 


C2 2 


12 — — hy * — . — N 
W 22 Lat 32 D * — a 0 r 
— h _ 2 — — —2 Ks —— 2 — — «i 
: — — — 2 Ig. — v4 — 
— — —— 
6 —— x = 
—— — 2 u - — < _ 


— 
, LR 
. unonr 


N 
3 


en 
2 4 „ r 


620 

A third Point wherein our Strength conſiſts, 
is, in the Number and Bravery of our Country- 
men; but this, though an exceeding great Ad- 
vantage, if rightly managed, as to defend ourſelves 
when invaded, to man our Navy, or to carry on 
our Manufactures, Sc. can be but of litile Ser- 
vice to us, if we purſue wrong Meaſures, For 
Inſtance, in Caſe of an Invaſion, it would be im- 
poſſible for our Enemies, if they ſhould eſcape 
our Fleet, to pour in ſo many Men upon us, but 
what we ſhould be able, by our Numbers, to cut 
them all in pieces, in a few Days, were we but 
united, and our Militia ever ſo little diſciplined. 
Again, were it neceſſary to carry on a Sea- War, 
we have Hands more than enough to man our 
Navy, and defeat any Force, that could be 
brought againſt us; not only ſo, but whatever 
Loſſes we might ſuffer in ſuch a War, we ſhould 
be able, for many Years, to find ſufficient Numbers 
to recruit them, and all this without / far drain- 
ing our Country, as to leave it deſtitute, of the 
Hands requiſite, for Tr//ing the Ground, carrying 
on our Manufatiures, and ſuch like neceſſary 
Lies. - : 
But the Caſe would be widely different, ſhould 


we reſolve to attack a Power, by Land, whoſe 


Dominions, being of much larger Extent than 
theſe Realms, ſhould enable him, not only, to 
ſend his Hundreds of Thouſands into the Field, 
but conſtantly zo recruit, whatever Loſſes he 
might ſuffer, by Defeats, or Deſertion; as po- 
pulous as theſe Kingdoms are, we ſhould ſoon 
find ourfelves no Match for ſuch an Enemy; for, 
though we might, at firſt, be able to oppoſe him 
with as numerous an Army, the many Thouſands 


it would require each Campaign, to keep it up, 


Would be ſuch a continual Drain, upon our 
Country, 
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Country, as mult leave it, in a Manner a deſerted, 
in a few Years, and exhanſt all the Flower of the 
Nation: So that we muſt, at laſt, ink under the 
Burthen, whilſt our Enemy, though he might 
ſuffer equal, or even greater Loſſes than ourlelves, 
might be able, through the greater Extent of his 
Dominions, not only to retrieve, but to bear 
up under them, and, in the End, overwhelm 17, 
by meer Dint of Numbers. 
A melancholy and fatal Example of this Truth, 

and at the ſame Tims. an uſeful Leſſon to all 
ſucceeding Princes, we have ſeen, within our 


Memory, in the Perſon of the unfortunate, and 


ill adviſed Monarch, Charles XII. King of Sweden: 


Who, though he met with «uninterrupted Succeſs, for 


many Years together, againſt all his Enemies, 
had ſo effectually exhauſted his Country, by his 
continual Wars, that, upon his receiving one /ingle 
Defeat, at Pultowa, he was irrecoverably ruined , 

whilſt his Enemy, the Czar, though he had been 
conſtanily worſted, in every Engagement, and on 


all Occaſions, was enabled, by the ſuperior Ex- 


tent of his Territories, not only to hear up under 
his Loſſes, but, at laſt to vanguiſh his Conqueror. 
Should any one alledge, that this Hero's Ruin w 

not owing, to his attacking a Prince, ſo much his 


Superior, "by his vaſt Dominions, and the Num- 


bers of his Men, but to his retiring into Turkey, 
we beg he would conſider, that, by all Accounts, 
his Kingdom was /o much drained of its moſt 
uſeful Hands, that the very Women were forced to 
till the Ground, drive their Cerriag:s, ply 
upon their Rivers, and, in ſhort, perform 
all thoſe laborious Offices, for which the 
moſt robuſt Men alone were proper; that, conſe- 
quently, had he not taken Refuge in Turkey, had 
he even continued ſucceſsful,tor ſome Time longer, 
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his very Victories muſt have undone him, in the 
End, by depopulating his Country; which has 
not yet recover'd, the Damage it ſuffer'd, by ſo 
imprudent a Conduct. 

Another material Point, wherein our principal 
Strength conſiſts, and to which we ought to have 
an Eye, in all our Undertakings, is, that we are 
Iſlanders, ſurrounded by the Sea; an Advantage, 
without which, all others would avail us very 


little. But this Advantage, how great ſoever, 
may be render'd of no Effect, by ill Conduct: 


For Inſtance, the ſame happy Situation, which 
Tenders it impoſible for any, or all our Enemies, 


to invade us, with any Probability of Succeſs, 
rovided we are tolerably united, renders it 


equally imprafticable for us, to make any Attacks 
upon them by Land, without labouring under all 


Manner of Diſadvantages. The only War, from 
which we can promiſe ourſelves any Succeſs, or 
derive any good, is a War by Sea; by ſuch a 
War, we can annoy our Enemies more, than by 


any other; and, by ſuch a War, we can better 


repel any Attacks made upon us by them ; it 
follows, conſequently, that our natural Strength 
can never be either exerted, or conſulted, by en- 
gaging in any Var, upon the Continent. 
Accordingly, we defy all Mankind, to point 
out any one ſingle Advantage, that can poſſibly re- 


ſult to us, from ſuch an abſurd and prepoſterous 


Condutf?, to call it by no harder Name; whereas 


the Prejudice, we may receive from thence, is inſi- 


nite, and evident, It is agreed on all Hands, we 
do not want to make any Conquefts, by Land 
It 1s not our Intereſt ſo to do; and if we ſhould 
be /o weak as to defire it, our Allies themſelves 
(if we have any worth calling fo,) would not 


conſent thereto, but would oppoſe it: What Buſi- 
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neſs then can we have, to involve ourſelves in a 
War, which probably may be excęſſwely detri- 
mental, if not abſolutely ruinous, and cannot 
Poffibly be of any Service to us ? 
I o deſcend from Generals to Particnlans, the 
only Motives, that have been openly. avow'd, for 
our engaging ſo deeply, in the preſent War in Ger- 
many, are to reſtore Peace to the Empire, and ſup- 
port the Queen of Hungary. Very ſpecious Pre- 
tences, we muſt confeſs! and which carry a pretty 
plauſible Appearance, to thoſe who look no far- 
ther than the Oatſide of Things; but which will, 
by no means, be ſatisfactory, to any honeſt and 
thinking Briton, if we have ſtill any ſuch left 
amongſt us; which, by what we have ſeen hap- 
pen, within theſe two Years, we are almoſt 
tempted to queſtion. 
If it ſhould be pretended, that the latter of 
theſe, namely, the Support of the Queen of Hun- 
gary, was really one of the Motives, for our en- 
tering ſo deeply into the preſent War, ſeveral 
Difficulties will ariſe, which, we are afraid, it 
would puzzle ſome of our wiſeſ Heads to ſolve. 
In the firſt Place, why was it fo long delay'd? 
Why did we ſuffer her Hungarian Majefty, to be 
brought to the very Brink of Ruin, before we 
offered to aſſiſt her? Why did we ft fili, and 
ſee her Dominions ſo cruelſy barraſſed, and her 
whole Strength and Wealib, in a Manner, ex bauſted, 
before a fingle Man was order'ld, to move to her 
Relief? Is it not evidently owing only to a Mira- 
cle, and to the vi/ible Interpaſition of the Divine 
Providence, in her Behalf, that her whole Inheri- 
tance was not entirely ſcwallomed up, whilſt we 
continued quiet Spefators, of the Barbarity and 
Inuftice, of her mercileſs, and cowardly Enemies? 
C 4 1 
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If therefore, it was expedient, or neceſſary for 


us, to aſſiſt her at all, does not every one ſee, it 
would have been more adviſeable, to have done 
it ſooner ? Either it was, or it was not, requiſite, 
to eſpouſe her Intereſt, and ſave ber from ſinking : 
If it was not, why have we armed now, ſo many 
Thouſands in her Quarrel? And, if it was, does 
not every one ſee, we might have done it, at 4% 
Expence, and with infinitely leſs Hazard, whilſt 
ſhe was herſelf able, to make a vigorous Struggle 
in her own Defence, than at preſent, when ſhe 
has ſuffered ſo much, from the Ravages of her 


Oppreſſors, and /oſt ſuch Numbers of her choiceſt 


Men? What ſhall we ſay to ſuch monſtrous Poli- 
ticks? Or rather, what will all the World think 
of ſuch abſurd Conduct? Did we ſuffer that glori- 
ous Princeſs, to be reduced ſo low, and her Ene- 
mies to 7riumph ſo long over her, only to ſhow 
Mankind, we can ſtill pull down the latter, and 


I reſtore the former, to her priſtine Splendor, by 


the /uperior Force and Bravery, of the invincible 
Armies of Great-Britain and Hanover? Such a 
Piece of Knight-Errantry might ſound very well 
in a Romance, but will make a very indifferent 
Appearance in Hiſtory, | 


Again, when it was once reſolved to aſſiſt her 
Hungarian Majeſty, why were the ſixteen thouſand 


Hanoverians, which we had fo prudently taken into 
our pay, about the Beginning of laſt Winter, or- 
dered down to Flanders, where, it was known, 
they could be of no Service; and why were they 
not ſent after Maillebois, to harraſs him in his 


March, and prevent the Retreat of the French 


Forces; which being coop*d- up in Prague, muſt 
have been either cut in Pieces, famiſh'd, or made 


Priſoners at Diſcretion ? But that Punning may 


ſeem too /udicrous, upon ſo melancholly a ſubject, 
we 
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we would fain aſk, where was the Diſcretion, of 
ſuch unaccountable Meaſures? 

Shall it eternally be truly ſaid, by Foreigners, 
to the Reproach of our Country, that the Eu- 
gliſb have, indeed, Abundance of Vit, but then 
it is only After-wit ? Shall we always reſemble che 
late Lord Mbarton's Pup PIEs, by never opening 
our Eyes, till we are downright finking? Are not 
all Evils, if foreſeen in time, to be prevented, at 
an egſfer and cheaper Rate, than they can be re- 
medied afterwards? Did we never before diſcover, 
that the Power of France, was growing formidable 
to Europe? Have not the Gentlemen, in the Op- 
poſition, alarmed us frequently, for many years, 
with Repreſentations of its continual Increaſe ? 
Are not divers of their Speeches yet extant ? Nay, 
have not all the Public Writers, except thoſe Proſ- 
titutes in the Pay of the M—— y, taken the Alarm, 
and echoed the impending Danger, throughout the 
Kingdom? And what has been the Conſequence 
thereof ? Were not both the One, and the Other 
repreſented, at one Time, as ſeditious and diſ- 
affected Perſons, who were perpetually diſturbing 
the 7. ranguillity of the Natiap, by infuſing into 
them vain Fears, of imaginary and chimerical Pe- 
rils, that exiſted o where, but in their own Brain? 
Whilſt our wiſe, honeſt, and ſagacious M—r, 
per/ted in ſtill contributing, by every Step he took, 
towards the Aggrandizement, of that our natural 
Enemy, regardleſs of all that could be faid againſt 
it, And, at another Time, when the Danger was 
become too viſible to be denied, was not the 
Note changed; and was not this very Danger urged 
againſt us, and but too ſucceſsfully, for many years, 
to prevent our taking Revenge, of a cruel, coward- 
Y, and deſpicable Nation, who had not only in- 
juted, and Plunder'd us, but committed the moſt 
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inſolent and provoking Outrages, equally to the 
D:ſhonour of our Sovereign and his Subjects? 

Was not, we ſay, this the very Caſe ? Was not 
the Danger of incenſing France, urged, with too 
much Succeſs, to prevent our declaring War againſt 
Spain, in our own Cauſe? Nay, was it not even 
faid, that we muſt not dare to intercept or ſeize the 
Galleons, though we ſhould come to a Rupture 
with Spain, becauſe the French had the greateſt 
Share of Property therein, and would not SUFFER 
it? 

Did we not wink at the Marquiſs D' Ant in's 
Expedition to the Baltick, though it was openly 
declared, that one Part of his Buſineſs was to ſound 
our Coaſts; and though it put us to the Charge, of 
fitting out a peaceable Squadron, to prevent any 
Ainiſter Defigns, that might be concealed under that 
Pretence ? Did we not even wink at his ſecond Ex- 
pedition to the Weſt- Indies, and ſuffer him to 
proceed ſo far thereon, before we ſent any Ships 
after him, that, had not Providence interpoſed in 
our Favour, not only Admiral Vernon and his 
Squadron muſt have been ſwallow'd up, by the 
united Navy of France and Spain, but, probably, Sir 
Chaloner Ogle himſelf, with his Fleet, muſt like- 
wiſe have fallen a Sacrifice, in the ſecond Place ? 
Is any one /o eat, as to imagine, the Marquis 


D' Antin would not have affijted the Spaniards, 


could he but have joined them, before the Arrival 
of Sir Chaloner ? And was it not owiog entirely 


to contrary Winds, that he did not? Is it not evi- 


dent, by the Conduct of the Marguis, in return- 
ing immediately to Europe, when he found bis 
Defign fruſtrated, by the Junction of our Admi- 


rals, that this was the ſole End of his Voyage? Or 


do we believe the French were fond,of copying after 
our wiſe Example, in fitting out peaceable Sgua- 
| arons 
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drons, and putthg the Public to unneceſſary Ex- 
pence, to perſuade their Enemies into Compliance, 


- with their De/fires ? Was not the whole Nation, fo 


univerſally convinced, that the French Fleet were 
ſent to join the Spaniards, and fall, with their 
united Force, upon Admiral Vernon, that we all 
gave him over for Joſt ? Was it not even ſuggeſted, 
that it was the Defire of ſome Perſons, at Home, 
who bore that gallant Officer no good Will, and 
were utterly averſe to our declaring War, that he 
might be defeated ? In Effect, might it not be 
truly ſaid of him, on that Occaſion, as Was, on an- 
other, of Queen Elizabeth, that the Elements 
fought for bim. And might not this Compliment 
be juſtly apply*d to him? 

O ! nimium dilefte Deo, cui militat A ther, | 

Et conjurati veniunt ad Claſſica venti ! 

Claudian. 

Was not this, we fay again, the real Caſe? And 
did we not wink at all theſe groſs Affronts, rather 
than draw upon us the Power of France, in our 
own Cauſe? Nay, did we not even wink at her 
building diverſe Batteries, near Dunkirk, on pre- 
tence of guarding ber Coaſts, from Inſults, to a- 
void breaking with her, on any Account, though 
our own Intereſt was in Queſtion ? And are we 
now, wantonly, bringing her Arms upon us, with- 
out any freſh Provocation, and that in another*s 
Quarrel, and (what is yet worſe) in a conſuming 
Land- War? Amazing Change! Or rather, mon- 
ſtrous Inconſiſtence, in our Counſels! But, what 
ſhall we ſay, We hope, we are not as yet fallen 
under that heavy Curſe, Rus Deus vult perdere 
Prius dementat. 

In Effect, either our paſt Conduct, for, at leaſt, 
theſe dozen Years, was weak and deftruBive, or 
our Preſent Miaſures muſt be ſo; and ſome, per- 
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haps, may be ſo malicious to inſinuate, neither 


of them are much better, But, however that may 
be, this is evident, granting the former to be the 


Caſe, if we are now to att the Part of Penelope, 


by pulling down what we have been ſo long building 
up, and running counter to all our Meaſures for 
that Time, one Step more was abſolutelv neceſſary, 
even for our own Vindication; namely, the making 
a publick Recantation, by diſclaiming and diſa- 
vowing our paſt Conduct; by owning we had 
been impoſed on, and betray'd; and (which like- 
wiſe neceſſarily follows) by an Impeachment, and, 
vigorous Proſecution, of thoſe, who had thus 
miſled, betrayd, and impoſed upon us, with all 
thei Tools, and Abettors, be they ever ſo nu- 
merous. This, we ſay, was abſolutely neceſſary, 


if we deſired to create any Confidence, either in our 


Allies, if ſuch we ſtill have, or in our People at 
Home: For, otherwiſe, if we s&reen and protect 
the Trayors, whilſt we condemn their Treaſons ; 
if we ſuffer them to enjoy with Impunity the Fruits 
of their Villany, whilſt we are groaning under the 
Misfortunes, and Preſſures occaſioned by their 
pernicious Proceedings; if we allow them to revel 
in inſolent Foy, and Plenty, whilſt the whole Na- 
tion are almoſt ſtarving,and mourning their wreich- 
ed Condition; we may 1alk of our Wiſdom ; we 
may boaſt of our Bravery; and we may prate if 
we pleaſe, of our Liberty; but the firſt will be 
D ESPISED, the ſecond P1TIED, and the third 
LAUGH'D at, by all Europe. 

Come we now, to the other Motive, for 


engaging in the preſent War, namely, that of re- 


 floring Peace in the Empire; and let us ſee whether 
the Matter will be much mended ? We are afraid 
not. In the firſt Place, moſt of the Queſtions be- 
fore aſked, if not. all of them, might again be 
| repeated 
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repeated as properly here, and it would be equally 
di fficult, to give a ſatisfactory Anſwer thereto ; nor 
only ſo but beſides thoſe, ſome other Objections, 
might be ſtarted, by an ill. natured Queriſt, which 
it would not be found an eaſy Taſk to remove. For 
Inſtance, how comes Great-Britain, which, being 
an Iſland, can be but remotely, if at all, affected 
thereby, more concerned, in Re-eſtabliſhing the 
Peace of the Empire, than divers of the Princes 


of Germany, and even ſome of the moſt powerful; 


though their Dominions are /ituated therein; and, 
being themſelves Menibers of it, their Welfare and 
Safety muſt be look'd upon, as inſeparable from 
that of the Germanick-Body; and yet ſeem, to t rou- 
ble themſelves very little, about the preſent 
War. : 

There are but two- Ways, by which, this their 
indolent Behaviour can poſſibly be accounted for; 
the One is by ſaying, that they do not apprehend 
the Safety of the Empire, as a Body, to be at all 
in Danger, at this Juncture, and then it will 
follow, of Courſe, that we had no Buſineſs to in- 
terfere in the War, The other 1s, by frankly con- 
feſſmg, that, finding us, to be at all Times ſo ready, 
to be the Don Quixotes, and Dupes of Europe, 
they are reſolved, to lay the whole Burden upon us. 


Now which of theſe may be Caſe, we will not 


pretend to determine; but this we will venture to 
affirm; that, ſuppoſing the former to be the 


Truth, we are acting a very imprudent Part; and 


ſuppoſing it to be the latter, whatever may be the 


Iſſue thereof, it will not redound much to our Ho- 
nour, or Intereſt, to be conſtantly the Bubbles, and 
7 ack-pay-for-alls of every Power on the Continent. 
In Effect, it is very evident, it is in this Light, 
our Neighbours at preſent look upon us; it would, 
otherwiſe, have been impoſſible, that the Dutch, 

who 
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who, had the Queen of Hungary been over- 
whelmed, muſt infallibly have fallen a Sacrifice the 
next, could have remained ſo long, ſuch guiet 


and unconcerned Spectators, of a War, on the 


Event of which, their own Security immediately 
depended, 


Having mentioned the Dutch, we cannot help 


making one Obſervation, with Regard, to their 
Behaviour to us of late Years, which has equally 
raiſed our Aſftoniſhment, and Indigation; it is this, 
that we have not been able, to prevail on them to 
join with us, in any one Meaſure, unleſs we ſhould 
except the Suppreſſion of the Oſtend Company, 
(herein they were more than equally concerned, 
in Point of Intereſt, with ourſelves) and in the 
preſent Var, if they can properly be ſaid as yet 
to have joined us. We ſay, this has equally raiſed 
our Indignation and Aſtoniſhment ; the one, at the 
Slight put upon us, and the Indignity ofſer'd us; (not 
to mention their gro/s Ingratitude to a Nation, 
which has ſo often prevented their being ſwallowed 
up,) the other, that our incomparable Stateſinen have 
never bethought themſelves of a Way, tocompel them 
to it, and that almoſt at any Time. Let but the 
Miniſter of Great-Britain, who reſides at the Hague 
declare peremptorily, in his Maſter's Name, that 
He will renounce all Alliance with them, and leave 
them to the Mercy of France, unleſs they will 

cordially eſpouſe our Intereſts, and unite their For- 

ces, againſt our common Enemies, as the French 
ever were, and ever muſt be, and they will not 

ſtand long beſitating about it: In Effect, they, 

would then, have but theſe 7wo Ways to chooſe; 

either to throw themſelves direttly, into the Arms 
of France, and become a Province to her, or, to 

join Heart and Hand with us; and which of a 
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would be the moſt eligible, we leave any one to 


judge. 


To return, however, from whence we have di- 
greſs'd, we would fain aſk another Queſtion; 
namely, how has the Empire deſerved it at our 
Hands, that we ſhould intereft ourſelves /o deeply 
in its Welfare ? We confeſs, we know of no Ob- 
ligation we have to it, nor, indeed, of any we 
poſſibly can have. We know, on the contrary, 
that it oed its Safety to us, at the ever-memo- 
rable Battle of Hochftedt ; when our viforious 
Army, defeated the ambitious Views of the common 
Enemy of Europe, at an infinite Expence both of 
Blood and Treaſure ; for which we were 4 
rewarded, no doubt, by a few bloody Rags, ſome 
of which ſtill hang up in Mieſtminſter Hall: But. 
how this Benefit, conferred thereon by us, at fo 
dear a Rate, ſhould lay us under a freſh O#lig a- 
tion, of conferring more, and probably, *. as 
exorbitant a Price, we muſt own, we cannot 


perceive. 
In Effect, who was it lighted up the Flames 


of War in the Empire, and carried Fire and 


Sword, into the Dominions of the Queen of Hun- 
gary? Was it not the Elector of Bavaria? A 


Prince, who has always been in the Intereſt of the 


common Enemy and Incendiary of Europe, and 
who has trod exactly in the Steps of his deceaſed 
Father ? And did not the Empire, nevertheleſs, 


chooſe this Prince as their Head, and thereby 


enable him the more, to lay waſie, and ſpread 
Deſolation through, great Part of the Territories 
of her Hungarian Majeſty ? Did not moſt of the 
Princes aſſiſt the Emperor in ſo doing, and do 
not many ſtil] ſupport him with Men or Money? 
Who then can they have to blame, but themſelves, 


for the Revage and Devaſtation of the Empire? 


And 


hy 
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And what Buſineſs have we to intermeddle there - 
with ? Muſt they /ight up Fires, and muſt we 
be at the Expence and Trouble of extinguiſhing 
them? As to the Emperor himſelf, we think he 
is fo far from being to be pitied, that we are of 
Opinion, he deſerves, yet worſe than he has yet 
met with; and ſhould not be ſorry, to ſee him re- 
duced to take Refuge in France, as his Father did 
before him. 

To ſpeak the Truth, the Houſe of Bavaria 
have, for many Years, been the never failing 
Tools, of the Houſe of Bourbon; and, though we 
bear no IIl-will to the Bavarians, as a People, 
yet, as they are continually made the Inſtruments, 
of their Prince's unjuſt Schemes to embroil Europe, 
and are thereby render'd ſubſervient, to the ambi- 
tious and wicked Deſigns of the Court of Verſailles, 
we think, it would be for the Benefit of Chriften- 
dom, if both they, and the French, were almoſt ex- 
terminated, as the Peſts of Society, and common 
Enemies of Mankind. Perhaps this may ſound 
very ill-natured in the Ears of ſome People, and 
we may be cenſured as highly inhuman; but, if 
they would weigh the Matter rightly, they would 
ſoon be convinced to the contrary; and would 
know, we are governed in our Opinion, by this 
equitable Rule, 
Nec Lex eſt juſtior ulla, 

Quam necis artifices arte perire ſud. 
In Effect, if either the French, and Bavarians, 
or all the Reſt of Europe, muſt be ruined; if they 
have conſtantly endeavoured to embroil all Cbriſ- 
tendon ; if the whole Tenor of their Conduct, for 
many Years, has been the ſame, and they have 
never wanted the Will, when they have had the 
Power; if their Princes, within theſe fourſcore 


Years, bave been the Cauſe, of ſhedding as much 
Blood, 
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| Blood, and deſtroying as many Men, as both their 


Dominions contain, (which we verily believe they 
have 3) and if their Subjects are always ready, to 
execute their very worſt Commands, we think, it 
will hardly admit of any Diſpute, which ought 
to ſuffer. 

T hat we have not aggravated Matters, in this 
Repreſentation of the Caſe, will evidently ap- 
pear, if we conſider, how often, within that 
Time, they have called the Turks into the Em- 
pire, and what Numbers, on both Sides, loſt 
their Lives on thoſe Occaſions ; if we reflect, 
likewiſe, what Seas of Blood were ſhed by them, 
on Account. of the Succeflion to the Crown of 
Spain, whereon they perfidiouſly ſeized, contrary 
to all Laws human and divine; if we reflect, on 
their ſpiriting up the Spaniards, to ſeize on Sicily, 
in 1718, the preventing of which has cauſed the 
War between them and us ever ſince ; together 
with their ſucceſsful Invaſion of both Naples, Si- 
cily and Milan, in 1734, in Conjunction with 
the Kings of Spain and Sardinia, whom they 
alſo drew into that War ; their bribing the Car- 


dinal Primate of Poland, with ſeveral of the 


Grandees, to elect Staniſlaus, the? contrary to his 
Deſire, merely to make his Election a Bone of 
Contention, and to ſet all Europe in a Flame; their 
ſpiriting up the Swedes ſince, to fall upon the 
Muſcovites, and the Kings of Pruſſia and Poland, 
with the Elector of Bavaria, to attack the 
Queen of Hungary; if we reflect on all theſe, 
we ſay, and the Millions of Lives, loſt on all 
Sides thereby, we ſhall find, we have not ex- 
ceeded the Bounds of Probability, in ſaying, the 
French and Bavarians have been the Occaſion, of 
deſtroying as many Men, as both their Domi- 
.nions contain: We have paſſed over their perf- 
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dious e n of the Seven Provinces, which 


they almoſt over-ran in the Reign of Charles II, 
and their more perfidious and inbuman Behaviour, 
on Pretence of being Mediators, in Corfica, with 
the Blood ſhed on thoſe Occaſions, becauſe we 
would not inflame the Reckoning, ap 
To return then, from whence we have again 
digreſſed, we have ſeen, that, whether our enga- 
ging in the prefent War, be aſcribed to our De- 
ire, of Supporting the Queen of Hungary, or 
of Reftoring Peace to the Empire, our Conduct 
muſt appear both weak, and unaccountable, to 
all ſenſible, and unprejudiced Perfons. Neither 
would the Matter be much mended, ſhould we 
add a third Motive, and ſay it was neceſſary, 
to prevent the Overthrow of the Ballance of Por- 
er, in Europe; becauſe'it is notorioufly known, that 
the whole Tenor of our Conduct, for above theſe 
Twenty Years, has had a v7/ible Tendency, to ag. 
grandize France, and weaken the Houſe of Anſtria ; 
which, every one, who did not w:/fully ſhut 
bis Eyes againſt Conviction, was ſenſible could 
not fail, of effettually deſtroying the Ballance of 
Power. | | 3 
This was /o manifeſt, that ſome Perſons have 
pretended to account for it, by ſay ing, that the 
Greatneſs of the Auſtrian Family, was loo upon 
with invidions Eyes, by a certain G-rmn Prince; 
that he was, therefore, deſirous, of bringing it 
down to his own Level; and that he found the 
Means, to prevail upon our M—=—7y, to joi 
with him, in this dete/table and deſtructive Projekt; 
which has, accordingly, been put in Execution 
but 7% ſucceſſrully, We muſt own, were we to 
judge by Appearances, and the prefent Poſture of 
Affairs, we ſhould be tempted to believe this; 
but then we can't help thinking, that an Impeach- 
ent 


( 
ment, muſt have been the neceſſary Conſequence, of 
our Change of Meaſures, were it only to vindicate 
the Nation in general, from having conſented to a 
Deſign ſo execrable, and fo contrary to our true 
Intereſt ; As no ſuch Thing, therefore, has been 
attempted, we muſt conclude, there are no 
Grounds, for ſuch a Suggeſtion. 
Neither would we willingly believe, there is 

any more Foundation, for another, which has 
been, induſtriouſly, whiſper'd about, and has 
gained ſome Credit; namely, that the Advantage, 
and Welfare, of a certain E/———te, has been of 
more Weight, and more conſulted, in our Mea- 
ſures, at this Junure, than the [nereſt, and 
Proſperity of Greal-Britain; becauſe it would 
neceſſarily follow, that even the preſent Pilots 
of the State, were but lit ile leſs criminal, than theſe 
in former Times; and conſequently, that we are 
ſcarce any Way the Gainers, by the Change. 
What gave Riſe to this Suggeſtion, we ſuppaſle, 
was this ; that the People, nor being able to ac- 
count for our late Conduct, and particularly, for 
one Step, which they thought wholly inconſiſtent 
with the Intereſt of theſe Kingdoms, were wil- 
ling to aſcribe it to the Regard, ſome Perſons had 
for a certain Country, for whoſe Advantage alone 
it ſeem'd calculated: But they never conſider'd, 
that, though /uch a Regard, might be very excu- 
ſable, and natural, in thoſe Perſons, it was quite 
the Reverſe, and abſolutely unpardonable in ſome 
others; becauſe it ſnew'd, they were utterly un- 
mindful, and regardleſs, of the Welfare of another 
Country, for which they were bound, by the ftri#7- 
eſt Tyes of Duty, and Nature, to have the met 
tender Concern. 
We chuſe, therefore, rather to ſuſpend our 
Judgment, till we can have better Information, 
* what 
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what were the real Motives, which induc'd us, 
now, to engage ſo precipitately, in a War upon 
the Continent, than be guilty, of paſſing a raſh 
Cenſure, upon the Counſels of thoſe, for whoſe 
Wiſdom, and Integrity, we would willingly re- 
tain the utmoſt Veneration. But, nevertheleſs, we 
cannot help obſerving, it is ſomewhat amazing, 
the preſent Land-War, wherein we are as yet 
only Auxiliaries, ſhould have ſo much engroſſed all 
our Care, and Attention, that the War with 
Spain, wherein we are Principals, and in the 
Succeſs thereof, we are infinitely more nearly con- 
cerned, ſhould be wholly neglected, and in a Man- 
ner, forgot. It muſt be confeſſed, to our eternal 
Honour, that we are certainly the moſt generous, 
and di/interefted Nation, that ever was, in thus 
preferring the Advantage of our Allies, to our 
own; we ſhould be glad, if we could ſee any of 
them, who were fond of following our Example; 
but they are wiſer, than to imitate us, in ſuch 
Knight- Errantry. 

Will it be faid, in Fuſtification of this ſtrange 
and unaccountable Conduct, that the whole Na- 
tion called out loudly upon us, to afſift her Hun- 
garian Majeſty? Suppoſing it ſhould be granted; 
would this be a ſufficient Excuſe? Not in the 
leaſt? We own, it was a very popular Meaſure ; 
we own, the Britons, who are aaturally a brave, 
and generous People, could not bear to ſee that 
injured, and gallant Princeſs, fo baſely and un- 
juſtly oppreſſed, and overwhelm d, by ſuch Num- 
bers of 7reacherous and cowardly Enemies, who, 
without any Provocation, invaded her Dominions, 
on all Sides, with Fre and Sword, without wiſh- 
ing Providence might raiſe her up ſome Protector, 
to ſupport ber Cauſe : But does this prove, we de- 
ſired ſo many * Regiments, ſhould be tranſ- 

ported 


4 


6 
ported to Flanders, at an infinite Expence; and 
that we ſhould take Sixteen Thouſand Hanoverians 
into our Pay, almoſt a Year before we wanted 
them, to fight, in a Manner, their own Quarrel? 
We ſay, their own Quarrel; for, that they were 
much more nearly concerned therein, than we, no- 
body can deny. As little does it prove, that we 
were willing, our own Intereſt ſhould be en- 
tirely neglected, or poſtponed ; or that, while we 
are maintaining a powerful Squadron, in the Me- 
aiterranean, for the Protection of the Territories of 
Sardinia and Tuſcany, the Spaniards ſhould be 
ſuffered, almoſt unmoleſted, to take our Merchant- 
Ships, and every Week ſhould bring an Account 
of freſh Captures ; which might long ago have 
been prevented, in a great Meaſure, by ſending a 
ſmall $quadron, to St. Sebaſtian's, to demoliſh that 
Neſt of Pyrates; or, at leaſt, to burn all the Priva- 
teers in that Harbour. | 
No, this was ſuch prepoſterous Conduct, as 
could never have been foreſeen, or, if it had, would 
never have been approved of, We grant, we were 
willing the Queen of Hungary ſhould be aſjiſted ; 
but then it was by timely Remittances in Money; 
with which ſhe could have hiredTroops,notonly, at a 
much eaſier Rate than we poſſibly can, but ſuch 
| Troops, as ſhe might have had much ſooner, and 
which, being abſolutely at her own Command, would 
have done her much more effeftual Service, than any 
others. In the mean while, if we were willing 
to go yet farther, a formidable Fleet might have 
made a powerful Diverſion, by keeping the Coaſts 
of France, in a continual Alarm, which would, at 
once, have anſwered /wo good Ends; one, by obli- 
ging them, to keep a large Body of Forces, upon 
their Sea Coaſts, and interrupting their Commerce, 
which, of itſelf, would have been highly advania- 
1 gious 
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gious to us; the other, by ſcowring our Channel, 


and ſecuring our Merchant-Ships, from any Spaniſh 


Privateers, or, which is as bad, from the French, 
under the Diſguiſe of Spaniards ; we might add 
a third Advantage, which would have reſulted to 
us, from ſo judicious and prudent a Conduct; 
namely, we ſhould either ot have heard, of the 
Refortifying Dunkirk, in expreſs Violation, of the 
Treaty of Utrecht, or might have effeflually pre- 
vented it, by a timely Viſit, before it had been 
20% far advanced. There was yet another Way 
of aiftre//ing the French, which would have gal/'d 
them conſiderably, and that is, by procuring 
Commiſſions from her Hungarian Majeſty, to fit 
out Privatcers, under her Colours; which would, 
nevertheleſs, have been no Breach of Peace, nor 
any more than the Lex Talionis, as they have 
done the ſame by us, ſeveral Times. 

We confeſs, indeed, if we muſt always be bur- 
thened, with the ſame namerous Land-Army, as of 
late Years, we ſhould chooſe much rather, to have 
them employ'd, in fighting for our Allies abroad, 
than in ſpreading {dleneſs, and Debauchery, by 
their Examples, at Home, throughout the King- 
dom. But it was expected, long ago, that we 
ſhould have been relieved from this Grievance; and 


though 10 Eaſe could be obtained, during the In- 


Auence of our late Grand-Vixier, it was generally 
believed, this would have been, the agreeable firſt 
Fruits, of a Change; nay, though we found our- 


ſelves diſappointed herein, Nobody doubted, bur 


it would have been complied with, before it was 
attempted, to /ay any farther Load upon the Pub- 
lick, in Favour of any Ally whatever; fo willing 
were we to wait with Patience, and not be tao pre- 
cipitate in cenſuring. 
| To 
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To our Sorrow, however, we were miſtaken 
egregiouſly, and have ſeen a Change of Hands, 
with very little Alteration of Meaſures: So con- 
tagious is a bad Example! eſpecially when no Pu- 
niſbmenut has been iuflificd on the firſt Offender. Ne- 
vertheleſs, though we have taken one falſe Step, 
and there is no Likelyhood, we ſhould recede from 
it, at leaſt, if we are guided by the ſame wiſe 
Counſels, as of late, till the Back of the Nation is 
quite broken, we will venture to lay it down, as an 
4nalterable Maxim, with Reſpect to theſe King- 
doms, that, whenever we would exert our natural 
Strength, to the greateſt Advantage, and annoy 
our Enemies the maſt, with the led Expence, and 
Hazard to ourſelves, we muſt begin, with Disband- 
ing our Land- Forces, and Taking off our moſt bur- 
thenſame Taxes : We muſt, then, neceſſarily, 
reign Lords of the Ocean; and, though our awn 
Trade, might labour under ſome Difficulties (which 


is the conſtant Effett of Mar, ) that of our Neigh- 


bours would labour under yet more; which would 
make them aon willing, to give us reaſonable Satif- 

Faction. 1 
In Effect, the Caſe is widely altered, between 
us and the French, ſince the late War; during that, 
we had a pretty flouriſhing Trade, and the French 
ſcarce any; ſo that, we had a great Deal to loſe, 
and ſcarce any Thing to get: (And yet even then, 
by a right Management, we might have made them 
ſaon weary of it:) Whereas now, as they are our 
Rivals, and that too ſucceſsfully, in moſt of our 
Branches of Trade, (wherein they have, in a great 
Meaſure, ſupplanied us,) they have as much, or 
more to loſe than we, and, by Reaſon of our Superi- 
ority at Sea, muſt neceſſarily ſuffer the moſt. If 
we muſt engage in a War, therefore, at any Time, 
(which, as has been already ſhewn, we ought ne- 
D 4 ver 
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ver to do, but for the Prevention of a greater Evil, 
as the Interruption of our Commerce, or Violation 
of our juſt Rights, let us carry it on, in ſuch a 
Manner, as to annoy our Enemies the moſt, and 
that with the leaſt Hazard and Expence, and the 
greateſt Probability of Advantage, to ourſelves. 

Should we not think any Man, little better than 
mad, who, being bimſelf but of ſmall Stature, and 
weak, and having a Quarrel to decide, with an 
Adverſary of Twice bis Strength, (with whom, how- 
ever he could very well cope, either at Small- Sword 
or with Fire- Arms,) if, having it in his own Power, 
to chooſe his Weapons, he ſhould decline uſing thoſe, - 
which rendered him a Match for his Antagoniſt, 
and vain-gloriouſly, raſhly, and fooliſhly, ſhould offer 
to engage bim, at Fiſty-Cuffs, wherein the other 
had vi/ibly the Odds on his Side? Should we not ſay 

ſuch an ob/tinate Wreich, was infatuated, and higb- 
ty deſerved, to be heartily drubbed,in order to bring 
Him to bis Senſes? This would certainly be the 
Opinion, of every reaſonable Man; nor would any 
one, either aſſiſt or pity him, though reduced to the 
moſt deplorable Condition; but bid him thank bimſelf. 
Juſt' as weak and abſurd, is the Conduct of Great- 
Britain, in Engaging in a Way by Land, with any 
Power upon the Continent, 

But, perhaps, it will be ſaid, we could not, any 
other Way, /o effectually ſupport her Hungarian 
Majeſty; and that we were bound to aſſiſt ber, as 

Guarantees of the Pragmatic Sanction: Let us exa- 
mine, therefore, what Truth there would be, in 
ſuch a Suggeſtion ; Suppoſing then a timely Remit- 
tance, of Two Millions of Florins, over and above 
what has already been granted her, had been made 
to that Glorious Princeſs, at the Beginning of the 
War; and ſuppoſing the Hanoverians had paid 
their own Troops, which, as their Country is more 


nearly 
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nearly concerned in the Event thereof, than ours, 


they ought to have done: Suppoſing we, 


in the mean while, had ſent a powerful Squadron, 
with Five, or Six Thouſand Soldiers, and a proper 


Number of Bomb-Ketches, to keep the Sea-Coaſts, 


of France, in a continual Alarm, and carry Terror 
and Deſolation, wherever they appeared ; would 
not ſuch a Diverſion, with the infinite Damage they 
might have done, and the almoſt total Interruption 
of their Commerce, have obliged the French to 


ſend ſuch Numbers, to man their Coaſts, as would 


have weakened their Army more, than any other 
Meaſure we can take? This, - we believe, will 
hardly be diſputed'; but Foreſight, and ſound Policy, 
are very /eldom the Chara#eriſtices of a B—t—ſþ 


| Ye 6 . 
Accordingly, we ſaw ours, continue wholly un- 
concerned and indelent, whilſt the Kings of France, 
Spain, and Sardinia, in Conjunction, invaded the 
Dominions, of our ancient Ally the Emperor, on 
every Side; ſtript him of all his Poſſeſſions in Iialy; 
and reduced him to the laſt Extremity ; to extri- 
cate himſelf from which, his Imperial Majeſty, 
was forced to agree, to the Ceſſion of the Dutchy 
of Lorain to France; to which he had prevailed on 
the Duke to conſent, in Conſideration of his Mar- 
riage with the Archdutcheſs, now Queen of Hun- 
gary, and the eventual Suceſſion, to the Dutchy of 


Tuſcany. This conſiderable Aggrandizement, of our 


natural Enemy, they beheld, we ſay, with the ut- 
moſt Unconcern, at the ſame Time that they ſaw 
the Ballance of Power, in Europe, entirely over- 
thrown, by the ſo great Weak?ning of the Houſe 
of Auſtria, in the Loſs of Milan, Naples, and Si- 
cities. All this did our then worthy Miniſtry, look 
on, with Indifference ; whilſt the Proſtitutes, whom 
they kept in pay, to caſt a Mift before the Eyes 

of 
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( 42 ) 
of the People, and poiſon their Minds, were not 
aſoamed, to be daily inveighing againſt the Treaty 
of Utrecht, for having left the Houſe of Bourbon 
too formidable, and not having ſufficiently provided 
for the Ballance of Power, | 

But ſubmitting it to wiſer Heads, and 10 thoſe, 
whom it may more immediately concern, by. what 
Motives thoſe Gentlemen were influenced, at that 


Time, we ſhall now proceed to conſider, what 


we at firſt propoſed, namely, what muſt be the 
probable Conſequences of our engaging in a Land- 
War: And in order to ſet this in a clearer Light, 
we - ſhall examine, Firſt, whether any Advanta- 
ges, can poſſibly accrue to us from thence, and 
Secondly, what MDetriment we may in all likely- 
hood, apprehend from it. As to the former, we 
defy all Mankind, to point out one fingle Advan- 
tage, we can reap from it; we may, indeed, 
gain Victories, and take Towns, but will this be 
of any Service to ourſelves? No, the Expence of 
Blood and Treaſure will be left to us, as has al- 
ways been in former Wars; whilſt the Benefit 


will redound ſolely to our Allies. 


In ſhort, it would puzzle any one, to ſay, wha 
Benefit we can propoſe to ourſelves, from this ex- 
traordinary Step. Will it increaſe or extend our 
Trade? No one will have the Impudence to af- 


firm it. Will it enrich the Nation? Quite the 


contrary z it will greatly impoveriſb us, by continu- 
ally draining from us our Money, and our moft 
w/eful Hands, Will it ſecure us from the Depreda- 
tions of the Spaniards, or obtain better Terms for 


us, from thoſe haughty and cruel Enemies? Juſt 
the Reverſe ; whilſt we are exerting our whole 


Sirength, in Support of the Queen of Hungary, at 
the Expence of our beſt Blood and Treaſure, they 
will have the faireſt Opportunity to exert themſelves, 

by 
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by Redoubling their Outrages, and Putting their 


Poſſeſſio ns in America, into ſuch a Condition, not 10 


fear any Inſults: So that, in Proportion, as we 
grow weaker, they will grow ſironger, and con- 
ſequently, will be the /e/s likely to recede, from their 


inſolent Pretenſions. What a hopeful Proſpect is 


this for Great-Britain.) If, then, a Land-War, will 


neither extend our Trade, enrich the Nation, ſecure 
us from the Depredations and Inſulis of our Enemies, 
nor obtain us any better Terms from them; what 
Advantage, in the Name of Wonder, do we pro- 
poſe to ourſelves from thence ? 

Perhaps, it may be anſwered, we ſhall obtain 
honourable Terms for her Hungarian Majeſty, after 
which, we ſhall be at Liberty, to exert ourſelves, 
in our own Behalf, and puſb on the War, with 
Vigour, againſt the Spaniards, Shall we ſo! We 
are heartily glad of it truly! We thought, however, 


in common Prudence, we ought firſt to have taken 


Care of our own Concerns ; and then to have con- 


ſidered about 4ſiſting our Allies, But what have a 


generous, diſintereſted Britiſh , to 
do with Common Prudence. And yet, what would 
they ſay to a Man, who, when bis own Houſe, and 
that ofa diſtant Neighbour , were both in a Flame, 


at the fame Time, ſhould run to help extinguiſo 


the latter, and leave his own to be conſumed ? 


Should not they, and all the World, pronounce 


him a Madman? And are not we now acting the 
very ſame Part? In Effect, ſuppoſing, we were 
not only to obtain, the moſt bonourable Terms, tor 
the Queen of Hungary, (which yet is ſomewhat 
doubtful, ) but ſhould be jo ſucceſsful, as to recover, 
for Her, all the Houſe of Auſtria have loft, within 
theſe Ten Years, what would this avail us, if our own 
Nation is impoverifh*d, our moſt-able bedied Men 
exhauſted, and our Commerce irretrievabiy loſt ? 
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All of which, are the probable Conſequences, of our 

_ engaging now in a Land-War, We ſay of engag- 
ing now, becauſe we muſt engage, at ten times 

the Diſadvantage, we did formerly, in Queen 

Anne's Reign; as will be ſhewn preſently, in its 

proper Place. Poo Beg | 


But, perhaps it may be ſaid, we may poſlibly : 


enlarge our Dominions, by obtaining ſome Terri- 


_ Tories on the Continent, which may add to the 
Splendour of our Crown; and give more Weight to 


our Influence, whether we are to declare War, or 
enter into Negotiations, with any of our Neighbour- 
ing Potentates. Our Anſwer is, Heaven forbid, 


ſo wild a Thought, ſhould ever find Entrance in- 


to our Brains; we know but of one Place, 


beſides what we already have, on the whole Con- 
tinent of Europe, which could be of any Service to 
us, and that is Dunkirk; which cannot fail, of pro- 


ving a great Thorn in our Sides, whilſt in the 
Hands of the French, in Caſe of Rupture ; and 


even that, our good Allies, would never aſſiſt us 


to reduce; they would not, in all the late glorious, 
and ſucceſsful War, though we were then continually 
adding, not only Towns, but whole Provinces, to 
their Dominions. Beſides, we would fain aſk, 
what Weight have the German Territories, under 
the Government of our Sovereign, given, at any 
Time, to our Meaſures ? | 

We have found them, indeed, of ſome Weight, 
but then it has been to our Diſadvantage ; they 


have been of ſufficient Weight, to draw away from 


us, too frequently, the Perſons of our Princes; we 
hope not their Afeions, nor our Treaſures ; tho? 
even that has been often ſuggeſted, but we are far 
from giving any Credit to it. Nay, it has been 
pretty publickly infinuated, by many, that they 
have been a dead Weight to us, on ſeveral Occa- 

| ſions, 
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ſions, by preventing us, from exerting ourſelves, for 
our own true Intereſt, whenever it has been thought 
incompatible, with that of thoſe favourite P-ſs-ſi-ns; 


and drawing us into Meaſures, altogether inconſiſtent 


with our own Welfare. Some have even pretended, 


to account, by this means, for moſt of our Mea- 
ſures, of late Years; for which, otherwiſe, no 


tolerable Reaſon could be aſſigned. Accordingly, 
to this they aſcribe the Treaty of Hanover, which 
threw us into the Arms of France, our natural 
Enemy, and aſtoniſh*d all Mankind; in order to 
reduce, the exorbitant Power of the Emperor, which 
ſay they, gave Umbrage to a certain El or, 
and was therefore to be brought lower. To this, 
likewiſe, . they aſcribe, the memorable Treaty of Se- 
ville, which ſtipulated the Introduction, of Spaniſh 
Troops into Tuſcany, and paved the Way for the 
Revolution, which happened ſoon after, and ſtript 
his Imperial Majeſty, of all his Poſſeſſious in Italy. 
To this, alſo, they aſcribe, our continuing inactive, 
though the Emperor was not only attack'd, at 
once, by France, Spain, and Sardinia in Italy, but 
in Germany allo by the former, and reduced to the 
laſt Extremity. n Tens 

Nay, they pretend to account, hereby, even 
for our preſent Conduct; and ſay, our engaging 
ſo heartily, at preſent, is owing to the Reſentment 


of a Vifit, made by Maillebois to a certain 
EI. te; and the Fear, that another Prince of 


the Empire, may grow too powerful in his 
Turn, if the Queen of Hungary ſhould be reduced 


. too low. We are far, however, from giving 


Credit to any of theſe Suggeſtions; becauſe it has 
ever been received, as an undeniable Maxim in Po- 
liticks, to which there has never, heretofore, been 
found an Exception, that when a ſmaller State 1s 
united to a greater, ſo as to come under the Do- 
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minion of the ſame Prince, the ſmaller muſt of 
Courſe, become dependent upon the greater, as 
the latter muſt neceſſarily be the Seat of Empire: 
Whereas, ſhould we believe theſe Inſinuations, the 
Influence of the leſſer Dominion, has always been 
too ſirong for that of the greater, and has occaſion'd 


ſuch Alterations, in the Political Syſtem of Europe, 


as could never have been foreſeen, and would not 
bave been believed, if propheſied. 5 
However, be this as it will, and leaving theſe 
Matters to be decided by others, as being above 
our Sphere, thus much is certain; that any Poſ- 
ſeſſions on the Continent, muſt be Higbiy prejudicial 
to Great-Britain.; as they would deprive us, of 
the moſt conſiderable Benefits, we enjoy, through 
our happy Situation ; which are, that no Power 
can invade us, but at an infinite Diſadvantage ;, and 


that we need not be involved, in any of the Quar- 


rels, between our Neighbours on the Continent, 
anleſs we pleaſe; and, even then, it need only be 
upon our own Terms, Any Poſſeſſions, therefore, 
on the main Land, which were not conſiderable 
enough to ſupport themlelves, in Caſe of being 
attack'd, either by their own Strength, or through 
the Means of natural Allies, who are intereſted in 
their Preſervation, would be ſo far from proving 
beneficial, that they might, in Time, be fatal te 
us, by being perpetual Drains of our Treaſure ; 
and drawing us into ſo many Diſputes, on their 
Account, as might caſt us more, than the Value of 
their whole Feeſimple, might be able to defray. 
Even GIBRALTAR, the only Place we 


have, or we hope, ever ſhall have, upon the 


Continent of Europe, would not be worth our 
keeping, were it not impregnable by Land, and 
eaſily relieved, in Caſe of a Siege, as long as 
we are Maſters of the Sea: Nor would Dunkirk 
be 


OV 
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be worth our Acceptance, if offered us, but that 


it might be render'd ſo, on the Land-ſide, by 


laying the Country around it under Water, when- 
ever we pleaſed ; and might dety all Attacks by 
Sea, whilſt we reign Sovereigus of the Channel, 
which, we flatter ourſelves, will be, till Time is no 
more. The former, therefore, of theſe Fortreſſes, 
as it ſecures us, the Command of the S!reights, that 
important Inlet into the Mediterranean, is of infi- 
nite Value; aud might be render'd of prodigious 
Service to us, though we can't ſay, it has hi- 
therto been”of much, by a prudent Conduct; and 
the latter, had we been ſuffer'd to keep it, in the 
Condition it was then in, as we might have done, 
at the Peace of Utrecht, had we had an honeſt Mi- 
niſtry, by rendering us abſolute Maſters, of both 
Sides of the Channel, would have ſecured us, 
in a great Meaſure, from the Depredations and Ju- 
ſalts of our Enemies, under our very Noſes, if we 
may uſe that Expreſſion; nor ſhould we have 
heard, of fo many half French, half Spaniſb Pri- 
vateers, who have lain in wait, to ſnap up 
our Merchant Men, almoſt at our own Doors. 
Unnayrey BriToNs! ſcarce ever to have 


one Miniſtry, who have conſulted your true Iulereſt ! 


It was generally expected, upon the Diſmiſſion 


of our late S1ate-Leviathan, that we ſhould have 


ſeen better Times; and that more ſalutary Meaſures 


would have been follow'd ; but, by what Fatality 


it has been prevented, we know not, we have 
been bitherto diſappointed ; we are willing, how- 
ever, {till to hope, that Things will ſoon take a 
more favourable Turn, for .theſe unfortunate Ki 


dom; and that thezinauſpicious, and baneful Planet, 


«or rather ConSTELLATION, which has lately 
been predominant, and ſhed its malevolent Influen- 
ces, over the Britiſh Counſels, will be quickly ba- 

| 28 Af 


(48) 


| niſped our Horizon; by the propitious ConjunRion 
of Saturn, Jupiter, and Mercury, in a Trine A, 


pet, portending Peace, Plenty, Content, and un- 


clogg d Liberty, (with a flouriſhing and extended Com- 
merce, free from all Reſtraints, and beavy Duties,) 
to theſe once more happy Realms, EL 5 
All theſe Bleſſings, great as they are, would be 
the neceſſary Conſequences of wiſe Meaſures; as the 
very Reverſe, will always be the Effect, of weak 
and imprudent Undertakings: How maturely ought 
we, then, to weigh all our Steps, when /o prodi- 
gious is the Difference, between a well regulated 
Conduct, and the contrary | Good Management, 
and Forecaſt, is of as much Conſequence, in publick 
Affairs, as in private Life; and what ſhould we 
ſay to a Man, who, being about to engage in any 
Buſineſs, did not firſt ſit down, and conſider, 
whether bis Gains were likely, to be more than 
tantamount to his Loſſes, and the Expence of carry- 
ing it on? Should we not reckon him very weak, 
and unadviſed; undoubtedly we ſhould! How 
much more, then, ſhould we deem him ſo, who 
ſhould embark in any Affair, wherein his probable 
Gains, were not only highly unlikely, ever to make 


a near Compenſation, for his Loſſes, and the Charge 


of Management, but wherein the leaſt Miſcarriage, 


or ill Succeſs, might poſſibly be attended, with the 


moſt fatal Effefis ? 

We have more than hnman Authority, to juſtify 
us, in blaming the Conduct of that Prince, who, 
being able to raiſe but-an Army of Ten Thouſand 
Men, ſhould think of coping with another, who 
could bring Twenty Thouſand againſt him : And 
were it not, that few Stateſmen, trouble their 
Heads with the Scripture, we could wiſh thoſe 
Counſellors, who adviſed us, to engage fo precipi- 
tately, in the preſent Land- Mar, after we had {6 
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long continued quiet Spefators thereof, and ſuf- 
fer'd her Hungarian Majeſty to be ſo greatly weak- | 
en' d, (which might have been prevented, by timely 
Aſſiflance,) had firſt read Luke, xiv. 31, 32, and 
calmly weigb'd it. But, perhaps, it may be an- 


ſwer' d, there is no Similitude between ours Caſe, at 
preſent, and that of the King there mentioned; that 


our Army is, at leaſt, equal, if not ſuperior, to 


that of our, Enemies; and that we have already 


ſhewn, we are able to cope with them. Suppoſe 
we ſhould grant this, what then! Suppoſing, in- 
ſtead of a drawn Battle, or a Victory, which the 
French ſtill diſpute with us, we had undeniably 
gained the beiter, and had kill'd them Ten Thou- 
{and Men, whilſt we had loſt but haf ihe Number; 
would this have been any great Malter of Triumph 
to us? Are not our Enemies able 10 ſupport Ten 
ſuch Defeats ? On the contrary, ſhould not we be 
pretty. much in the ſame Caſe, with the famous 
Pyrrbus, King of Epirus; who, after having 
gained an indiſputable Advantage over the Romans, 
but at a dear Rate, and being complimented thereon, 
by his Officers and Couriiers, very wiſely anſwer'd, 
Such another Victory would UNDo me. 


In Effect, though we will not affirm, that we. 


ſhould not be able to bear up, under one or two 
dear-bought Viftories, or even as many Defeats, 
yet we will venture to ſubmit it, to the ſerious 
Conſidexation, of any thinking and impartial Per- 
ſon, whether, ſuppoſing this War were to be 
equally ſucceſsful, with that in the immortal, glorious, 
Queen Anne's Reign, (which by the bye, is high- 
ly improbable) there is any Likelibood, a Nation, 
already ſinking, under the intolerable Load, of ſuch 

eavy Taxes as we pay, ſhould be able to ſupport 
it? Or whether the Queen of Hungary's, already, 
inipoveriſbed, and almoſt de populated Dominions, and 
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| (. 
her exhauſted Finances, can be any great Aſſiſtance 
to us, ſhould the War be protracted to any 
Length of Time? And, if we are neither able of 
ourſelves, nor, with the Help of her Hungarian 
Majeſty, to ſupport the Burthen of a conſuming 
Land-War, for any Continuance, we would beg 
our Country- men, ſeriouſly to conſider, what we 
are about. N 0 er e 
Perhaps, it will be anſwered, we ſhall be! 
joined, likewiſe, by the Dutch, and it may be, 
by the King of Priſſia: Suppoſing this were ſo, 
would this mend Matters mightily? We are afraid 
not. As to the &ales- General, it is well known, 
how unwilling they were to engage with us at all, 
if they can be ſaid, to have engaged yet; which 
is to be doubted : And, as to his Pruſſian Majeſty, 
we are apprebenſive, his Friendſhip is of ſo very 
late ſtanding, that it is as yet pretty much to be fuf- 
peed. Beſides, ſhould we, for once grant, that 
they would no- engage beartily, on our ſide, 
which is much to be queſtioned, eſpecially of the 
Dutch; fo greatly do they ſtand in Awe, of their 
100 formidable Neighbours, the French ; does not 
every one ſee, it would be only upon their own 
Terms; and how advantagions this would be to 
us, we leave every one to judge, who has but the 
leaſt Knowledge, of that 47 ful, politick, and elf 
imereſted People. De, 
They call themſelves a Nation of Traders, and 
not without good Reaſon; for ſuch will every one 
find them, who has any Dealings with them. 
They treat, as @ State, in the ſame Manner, as 
each Individual, does in his private Capacity; juft 
ſo much for your Penny, and no more, will you get 
of Hans, behind his Counter; and juft as much 
-for your Penny, and no more, will you obtain of 
their High Mightineſſes, when aſſembled in a Body: 
{ | According]y, 
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Accordingly, we ſhall be ſure, to have almoſt the 
hole Burthen of the War thrown upon us; whilſt 
the Dutch, by the Remittances, which myſt paſs 
through their Hands, and the great Circulation 
of Money, our Army will occaſion, in the Low- 


_ Countries, will be little or no Suſfferers. Nay, 


ſhould all Intercourſe, between us and the French, 
be ſtopt, as muſt be, in cafe we become Principals 
in the War, (which how ſeems unavoidable,) they 
may Poſſibly be Gainers thereby; ſince we ſhall 
not be able to procure. either French Mines, Bran- 


dies, Brocades, Sill, or Gambricks, thoſe Articles 


of Luxury, we now bave directly from France, 
(and from which our Publick-/pirited Nobility and 
Gentry, will not abſtain, though the Safety or Ruin 
of the Nation depended therepn) but, by the 
Way of Holland; as the French, on the other 
Hand, muſt be beholding to the Dutch, for all 
the Engliſh Commodities they want. 

We have ſeen, then, that the Acceſſion of the 
Ditch, to our Meaſures, will be of very little 
Benefit to us; and as for his Pruſſian Majeſty, 
ſhould he join his Troops to ours, it is very cer- 
tain, he would expect a conſiderable Subſidy ;, and 
from whence, in the Name of wonder, is all the 
Money to come? Had we acted, indeed, as our 
prudent Neighbours did, and as every wiſe Nation 
world, during above Twenty Years Peace, that we 
enjoy*d, or at leaſt, might bave enjoy d, had we ſo 
pleaſed ; had we improved, we ſay, that happy 
Opportunity, after their Example, by eaſing the 
Subjef?, in every Poſſible Reſpect; by taking off all 


the moſt burthenſome Taxes ; by giving all Manner 


of Encouragement to our Manufatturies, and Ame- 


rican Colonies , by keeping up no uſeleſs Land 


Forces, at Home, and granting no unneceſſary Sub- 


fidies, for foreign Troops abroad ; by filling out no 
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' peaceable Squadrons, for Raree-Shews, and Ridi- 
cule; by rarenching all needleſs Expences, and pay- 
ing off, as faſt as poſſible, all the publicł Debts z 
eſpecially ſuch as were moſt grievous to the induſ- 
trious Poor; had we done all this, we ſay once 
again, we might probably, now, have been in a 
Condition, to have engaged in another Ten Years 
Land War, had it been abſolutely neceſſary ; which 
can hardly ever be our Caſe, Thanks to divine 
Providence ! But, after a Peace ! ſuch as we did 
enjoy; a Peace! with all the Inconveniencies, and 
none of the Advantages, of War ! a Peace! 
wherein we paid, yearly, as much in Taxes, as 
during the War in Queen Anne's Reign, and 
ſometimes more ! a Peace! wherein we kept up 
a more numerous Army, and filled out more formida- 
die Fleets, than during that whole glorious Period] 
and yet a Peace! during which we ſuffered the moſt 
outragious Injults! A Peace! in ſhort, whereof it 
be truly ſaid, ” 5 
In Vain ibe n ARRASS D Britons Hod for EASE, 
Mpilſt growing Taxes were the Fruits F PEACE. 
After ſuch @ Peace] we ſay, wherein we con- 
nived at the Reparation of the Harbour of Dun- 
kirk ; at our Wool's being openly conveyed from us, 
and cur Men inliſted into the Service of the French, 
for Fear of provoking them; in ſhort, 4 Peace! 
during which we have ſuffered almoſt every Branch 
of our Trade to be loft, whilſt ſcarce a Penny of our 
Debts, have been paid off, what Probability 1s 
there, of our bearing up under a tedious Land- 
War! It would be mere Madneſs to think of it. 
Iu Effect, we muſt commence a War, at pre- 
ſent, at ten Times the Diſadvantage, as formerly; 
we are not only much weaker, but our Enemies 
much ſtronger, than in the Reigns of King William, 
or our late excellent Queen. At that Juncture, 


his 
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his preſent Cathelick Majeſty, Philip V. was but 


juſt advanced to the Throne of Spain; and there 
was a powerful Party in the Kingdom, who 
were. not very well ſatisfied with his Promotion; 
but were diſpoſed to revolt, as ſoon as they could 
be aſſured of being ſupported, which they ac- 
cordingly did. But the Caſe is quite different now, 
when the Spaniards have been accuſtomed to his 
Sway, above Forty Years, and the Crown is 
firmly ſettled on his Head: Add to this, that the 
his Subjects having been inured io War, for a 
long Term of Years, there are now ſeveral Thou- 


ſands of hardy Veterans, and excellent Officers, 


amongſt themꝭ; whereas they were before, almoſt 
as wretched Soldiers, as the Portugueze. 

Again, by the late unfortunate Celſion of Lo- 
rain, (which was, in a great Meaſure, owing to 
our Supineneſs, and Indolence,) France has acquired 


an undoubted Right, to that fertile and rich Dutchy ;, 


the Poſſeſſion of which, by Reaſon of its happy Si- 
tuation, is of infinite Importance: In Effect, it is 
not only a conſiderable Addition, in point of 
Strength, to the French Crown, as it can raiſe 
and maintain 25,000 Men ; but as it ſecures 
their Frontier, on that Side where it was moſt ex- 
poſed ; and may be made, at the ſame Time, a 
Key, to let the Armies of France into the Empire, 


when they pleaſe ; and before the Germans can have 


any Notice of their Deſign, or put themſelves 
in a Poſture of Defence. By the Acceſſion, there- 
fore, of this Dutchy, it is evident, that France is 
much more powerful, than at the Beginning of the 
late War ; and if ſhe was, then, able to ſupport a 
conſtant Series of ill-Succeſs, and ſo many ſignal 
Defeats, for Ten Years, what may ſhe not now do ? 
Yet again, the French, at that Time, had litile 
or no Trade; and conſequently were leſs able io bear 
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ſueh terrible Overibrous, and the heavy Taxes, 
their Prince was thereby neceſſitated, to lay upon 
them: Whereas they have now a very flouriſhing, 
and extended Commerce, inſomuch, that they have, 
in a great Meaſure, ſupplanted us in divers of the 
moſt beneficial Branches thereof, particularly in our 
Trade to Spain, Turkey, and the Levant, 
Butt, to add our Misfortune, the French are 
not only much ſtronger, than they were at the be- 
ginning of the late War, but we are much weaker, 
n feveral Reſpects; we were not only heartily af- 
ed then, by the Emperor, the Dutch, and the 
Dake of Savoy, but by Denmark, and the ſeveral 
Princes of the Empire, as Pruſſia, Saxony, Hano- 
ver, &c. And, which was no inconfiderable Advan« 
tage, our Armies were then headed by a Maribo- 
tough, and an Eugene, that is, Two of the greateſt 
Generals the World ever produced. Beſides, our 
Trade was then in a very proſperous Condition, and 
we had no Rivals of any Conſequence therein ; 10 
that it was a continual Source of Riches to us, and 
enabled us to ſupport many heavy Taxes z,, and to 
crown all, our Debts were then but very trifling, 
Whilſt we were in this happy State, neither 
overburthen*d with Debts, nor grievous Taxes, the 
inſeparable Conſequences thereof, it was no wonder, 
H we did venture to engage in a Land- War; eſpe- 
cially, when it was not only to prevent all Europe's 
being over-run by France, but to oppoſe the Im. 
Poſition of a bigotted Tyrant upon us; and revenge 
a moſt »npardonable Afﬀront, to the late Queen, 
by proclaiming the Pretender, rightful Sovereign 
of theſe Kingdoms, in dire Violation of the 
Treaty of Ry/wick, Theſe, it muſt be owned, 
by all, were notorious Provacations, and very ur- 
gent Reaſons, for exerting our ſelves in an extraors || 
dinary Manner; and yet, every one knows, when 
. 4 that 
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that War was ſpun out to a great Length, how 


htartily weary the Nation grew of it, and what 
Clamours it occaſioned ; notwithſtanding the Glo- 
ry we were every Day acquiring, (a Thing 
highly agreeable to the Britiþ Nation) and the 
unparallell d, and uninterrupted, Succeſs that at- 


tended our Arms. 


In Effect, what did Great Britain gain, 
that Profufion of Blood and Treaſure, fo — Dor 
laviſtꝰ d in that War? Are Gibraltar, and Port- Ma- 
hon, an Equivalent, for the Thouſands of brave 
Men, who loſt their Lives, and above a Hun- 


dred Millions of Money expended therein? Don't 


we ftill groan, under the intolerable Preſſure, of the 
Debts contracted on that Occaſion ? And are we 
now entering upon Meaſures, which muſt probably 
colt us as much more ? Muſt not the Conſequence 


be inevitable Ruin? And, after we are well drain 


ed of our Men and Money, and the little Trade 
we have left i entirely loft, (as it muſt be in all 


| Likelyhood,) muft we not, of Courſe, fall an eaſy 


Prey to the firſs Invader? Such is the melancholy 


Scene we have now before us. 


Our gracious Sovereign, who has been made con- 
ftantly to believe, that we are a very rich, and flou- 
riſbing People, that Great Britain is an inexbauſtible 
Mine of Wealth; and. that all Oppoſition to his 
Meaſures, (as all the moſt pernicious miniſterial 
Schemes, have been modeſtly called,) proceeded 
ſolely from our enjoying too much Liberty, and 
Plenty, is not apprized, of the wretched Condition, of 
his faithful Subjects; but, in all probability, ima- 


| gines us, do be nuturaily a turbulent, dis/atisfied; 
and even ſeditious Nation. Nor is this any Won- 


der, if we conſider, for how many Years, he was 


ſuffered to ſee only through the Eyes, and to hear 
only through the Ears, of ONE, who was, demon/< 


trably, 
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trably, in an open Conſpiracy, againſt the Liberties 
and Proſperity of his Country. When we conſi- 
der this, we ſay, and at the ſame Time, reflect, 
that even the moſt deſtruftive of his Meaſures, the 
Exciſe Scheme, if common Report may be credited, 


was repreſented to his Majeſty, as a moſt ſalutary 


and beneficial Project, calculated purely to prevent 


the moſt notorious Frauds, and improve the public 


Revenue; and that it was render'd abortive, only 
by a Combination of STURDY BEGGARS, grown 
wanton, through too much Afiuence ; wanting 
to be humbled ; And ſupported by a diſaffefted Par- 
ty, in both Houſes ; where is the wonder, if our 
Prince, who judges of others, by his own zoble 
and generous Soul, ſhould be prepoſſeſſed with No- 
tions, not much to our Advantage; and ſhould 
think, we are well able, to bear the Expence and 
Burtben, of the preſent Land- War? 

But, were he made truly acquainted, with the 


real State of theſe unhappy Kingdoms; that they 


are ſo far, from being capable of Siruggling with any 
freſh Load, that they are already juſt ſinking, under 
the Weight of their preſent heavy Taxes ; and that 
the leaſt additicnal Preſſure muſt infallibly put the 
finiſhing Stroke to their Ruin; that a Land. War, is 
of all Meaſures, the moſt likely to compleat our De- 
ſtruction; as it mult neceſſarily impoveriſb, and in- 


feeble us the moſt, by being a continual Drain, 


both of our Treaſure, and moſt able bodied men ; 
whereas, in a Sea-War, much the greateſt Part, 


of the Proviſion, and all the Warlite Stores, are 


taken in at Home, or ſent after the Fleet in 


| Tenders 3 and the Ships being conſtantly paid off, 
in our own Ports, the Money is alwaysexpended 


amongſt ourſelves, which creates a quick Circula- 
tion, and briſe inland Trade; Two Circumſtances 
highly worthy the Conſideration of an almoſt ex- 
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hauſted People: Add to this, that in the moP 
bloody and unfortunate Sea-War, we eyer engaged 
in, the yearly Loſs of Sailors, was never near equal 
to that of Soldiers, in any one of the Campaigns, 
under King William, the Duke of Marlborough, 


or in Spain; on the contrary, that generally 


ſpeaking, it never required haf ibe Number of 

Sea - men, to recruit the Navy, as it did of Land- 

men, to repair the Loſſes of the Army: | 
Were his Majeſty, we ſay, made fully /enſible, 


of this our wretched Condition, and of all theſe Di/- 


advantages of a Land-War ; as alſo, of the great 
Advantage, our Superiority, by Sea, gives us 
over our Enemies: We are well aſſured, he is 
a Prince of ſo much Humanity and Prudence, as 
likewiſe ſo lenderly concerned for the Welfare of 
his People, he would never engage us in a Step, 
which muſt neceſſarily prove ſo falal to us, ſhoula 
the War be protracted to any Length. In Effect, 
though, we are aware, this Poſition will be 


thought very odd, by moſt Folks, we will venture 


to affirm, that it is neither the true Intereſt of 
his Majeſty himſelf, nor of his German Dominions, 
to involve Great Britain, in a conſuming Land- 
Var; on the contrary, that even the Safety of the 
former, is now dependant, in ſome Meaſure, 


upon the Welfare of the latter; or, in other 
Words, that the Ruin of theſe Kingdoms, muſt. 


neceſsarily, and inevitably, draw after them, the Ruin 
of the Electorate of Hanover, with all the Terri- 
tories annex'd thereto. DIE 1 1 

To make this plain, we ſhall only obſerve, 
what has been advanced before, that ſo much ex- 


5 baufted, as we are already, by the Decay of our 


Trade, our numerous and heavy Taxes and Debts, 
it will be impoſſible for us, long to ſupport, a War 
upon the Continent, without finking under the 
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Weight of it: That, on the contrary, our Enemies, 
having taken Advantage of the long Peace they 
enjoy'd, to pay of moſt Part of their Debts, 
and give all Manner of Encouragment to Trade, 
in all its Branches, by eaſing the Manufacturer 
of the moſt burthenſome Taxes, and not only diſ- 
conraging, but even probibiting the Wear of all 
foreign Merchandize, (in which Piece of ſaund poli- 
and public Spirit, we have always been 100 
wiſe to follow their Example) are better able, now 
to ſupport, another Ten Years War, than they 
were in the Reign of Lewis XIV; even though it 
ſhould prove as wnſucceſſjul, as that, in the time of 
their late Grand Monarque; which is altogether unli- 
Let us ſuppoſe, then, for once, that our Armies 
will be bleſs'd, with as #ninterrupted Succeſs, as in the 
the late Queen's Reign, though that is highly 
improbable z the infallible Conſequence of that 
would be, that we ſhould at laft fink under our 
own Efforts, and be forced to elap up a Peace at 
any Rate; for, ſuch prodigious Sums of Money, 
muſt be ſent yearly out of the Kingdom, to pay 
our Forces, whilſt, the liitle Trade, we have yet 
left, would be then entirely loſt, as it certainly muſt, 
that the Ballance would be greatly againſt us; and we 
ſhould be ſo far, from recruiting ourſelves thereby, 
that other conſiderable Remittances, muſt be made 
abroad, to pay the Overplus ; fo that theſe Tis 


_ contimual Drains of our Treaſure, would, in a few 


Years, exhauſt us of all our Specie; which ren- 
dering us ulterly unable, to carry on even a defen- 
ide War, muſt leave us an eafy Prey, to the firſt 
Invader. And, as we are ſenſible, our good 


| Neighbours, whom we have been, ſo long, wiſely 


contributing to aggrandize, don't want the Inclina- 
tion, if they bad but the Power, we muſt ſoon 
become a Province to them. This, we ſay, is 

| the 


the evident Conſequence, of our perſiſting, in 


Proſecution of a Land-. War; and, ſhould this ever 


be our melancholy Caſe, which Heaven forbid, we 
leave any one to judge, whether the Electorate of 
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Hanover, muſt not follow of Courſe ; eſpecially, 


as, it is no Secret, that our Enemies, aſcribe the 
carrying the War, into the French Dominions, to the 
ſole Influence, and Direction, of our moſt gracious 
Sovereign. 
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